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The Bass Valley News is a not-for-profit publication produced by members of the Bass Valley Community Centre.

Are aliens amongst us?
Page 10 will reveal all.
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Coach Service - Melbourne to Gippsland - 1873
Story on page 2.

* glass replacements
* shower screens * splashbacks
* glass balconies * mirrors
* heater glass * wardrobe doors
* security doors and flyscreens

5678 0642 or 0407 553 084
bassglass.com.au

We distribute to 68 outlets throughout the following shires: BASS COAST - Bass, Corinella, Coronet Bay, Dalyston, Grantville, Kernot,
Kilcunda, San Remo, Wonthaggi. Towns on Phillip Island > Cape Woolamai, Cowes, Rhyll, Silverleaves, Smiths Beach, Surf Beach, Ventnor.
SOUTH GIPPSLAND - Loch, Nyora. MORNINGTON PENINSULA - French Island. CARDINIA - Koo Wee Rup, Lang Lang. CASEY - Tooradin.

Bass Valley Community Centre
~ Founded in 1981~

View the website to read about our centre. Back editions
of the Bass Valley News are also available to download.
bvcg.org.au
Each week at Bass Valley Community Centre there are a range of activities for you to join. We have different clubs and groups. Why not
enquire about one of our many activities or access one of our many services? Enjoy being surrounded by like-minded people with shared
interests. Enquire about joining one of our social clubs. If you’d like to use our facilities, the Bass Hall is available for hire to the general
public. Call and speak to our Centre Manager, Roderick on 5678 2277. Also, the Bass Op Shop is open six days a week fundraising for our
Centre. Stop in and shop for some bargains next time you are passing through Bass; there are heaps for sale. Opening hours are on page 4.

COVER STORY
Cobb & Co Coach 1873
Melbourne to Gippsland

Ross and Tracy Denby
busy making delicious
meals for their guests
in Paul’s Table Café.

Gippsland with its wet soils and swampy plains made
road travel a nightmare and our early roads were often
paved with corduroy. Not the type used to make
trousers but logs of wood laid sideways across the
tracks. The horses were kept at a gallop so imagine the
jostling and pitching inside a carriage over the logs.
The journey between Melbourne and Rosedale for
example took 33 hours, stopping only to eat and
change horses. As the logs perished, more logs would
be placed directly on top. In the 1950s, when areas of
the main Gippsland road were repaired, the workmen
found corduroy up to five metres deep in places.
Nowadays, the same trip in a modern vehicles would
take less than two hours. How lucky we are!

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Ian,

A Community Café
in Bass
A new concept in dining out
is operating in the hall of
the Bass Valley Community
Centre, School Rd, Bass.
Wednesday: 10am-2pm
Sunday: 10am-2pm

Please contact
my office if I can
assist you.

I am writing to you to express my
appreciation for the work you are
doing in making the Bass Valley
News a magazine of high quality.
Such innovations as introducing
pictorial competitions is a great
way to stimulate interest.
Likewise, your plans to also
introduce more informative and
interesting written material is a
step in the right direction.
I look really forward to your
forthcoming editions.
Yours Sincerely,
Rhys Keys
Coronet Bay

Vinyl Layer

Authorised & Edited by Brian Paynter MP, 9 McBride Avenue Wonthaggi 3995 and 51 James Street Pakenham 3810. Tel 03 5672 4755.

Email: brian.paynter@parliament.vic.gov.au www.brianpaynter.com.au Funded from Parliament's Electorate Office and Communications Budget.
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EXPERT LAYING OF SHEET VINYL, VINYL
TILES, VINYL PLANKS, LAMINATE
and FLOATING TIMBER FLOORS
No job too small!
For a free quote contact I & S Meddings
Flooring Contractors

0419 192 542
JULY

Weekly Activities at the

Bass Valley Community Centre
Bass School Road, Bass 3991
Centre Manager
Website
Phone

Roderick McIvor
bvcg.org.au
5678 2277

Office hours

Mon-Thu 9am-3:30pm
Fri 9am-3pm

Op Shop hours

Bass Valley Community Centre
- MONDAY BASS VALLEY FRIENDSHIP GROUP (Home and Community Care)
10am-2pm. Door-to-door pick up and return bus service is
provided as well as morning tea, lunch, refreshments and a range
of fun activities. Wheelchair access is available. Cost $15.

- TUESDAY BASS VALLEY CHILD CARE (Occasional Care Program) Open
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. 9:30am-2:30pm. Active Early
Childhood Development Program. Qualified Staff.
Bookings are essential. Cost $30.
SHOPPING BUS TO WONTHAGGI Our Centre provides a door-todoor bus service for community members wanting to shop or to
attend medical appointments in Wonthaggi. Patrons will arrive
outside Safeway at approximately 10:30am and leave at
approximately 1:30pm. This service is available mainly for
residents of Corinella, Coronet Bay, Grantville, Pioneer Bay, The
Gurdies, Tenby Point and Bass. Residents from adjacent towns
are welcome to enquire. Bookings are essential. Cost $15.
GENEALOGY CLUB Every Tuesday afternoon 4pm-6pm.
Cost $8 per session or $5 for members. Enquiries 5678 2277.

- WEDNESDAY -

ABN 87 607 683 864

Mon-Fri 9am-3pm
Sat 9am-1pm

General Enquiries manager@bvcg.org.au
Editor - Ian Cole bvn@bvcg.org.au
Account Enquiries accounts@bvcg.org.au

Neighbourhood
House

Content published in the Bass Valley News is accepted in good faith.
No responsibility is accepted for any misrepresentations.

Centre Manager’s Update - Roderick McIvor

Last month I highlighted the BBQ that the Centre held to celebrate
Volunteers Week. As I’ve mentioned many times, volunteers are the life
blood of the Bass Valley Community Centre. The organisation could not
operate without them. This month, I’m highlighting a particular need we
have for a volunteer (or two). Our Friendship Club requires someone to
support the staff members with a range of duties assisting the club
members. The duties include helping the staff to get the cuppas and
whatever else may be on the go for morning tea, assisting with any art and
craft projects they may be involved with, keeping an eye out for anyone
whose needs might be being missed out in the business of the day and
other things that may arise. If you think you might have three hours or so
to spare on a Monday and/or a Wednesday, give us a call on 5678 2277.
It would be greatly appreciated.
I also mentioned last month about our consultation to assess whether our
community is happy with the directions being taken by centre management
and whether there are ideas for improvement or change. It was a very
productive afternoon with representation from most of the areas of the
centre’s activities. These were strongly supported with advice that they
either be kept as they are or strengthened and improved. There were also
suggestions for new services that might be added to what we already do.
A couple of the suggestions that offer exciting opportunities to enhance the
activities of the Hadden House Op Shop were ideas of developing a Toy
Library and setting up a Repair Shop to fix things. Both of these
suggestions were evidence of the community focus on limiting waste.
Recycling toys that one child may have grown tired of and prolonging the
life of a machine that has stopped working were seen as worthy
undertakings respectively.

BASS VALLEY FRIENDSHIP GROUP (Home and Community Care)
10am-2pm. Door-to-door pick up and return bus service is
provided as well as morning tea, lunch, refreshments and a range
of fun activities. Wheelchair access is available. Cost $15.
PAUL’S TABLE Community Café. Delicious food, great coffee.
10am-2pm. Anyone is welcome to drop in and have a chat while
Our President, Vince Allen and I recently went along to the council’s
enjoying some home-made cooking.

- THURSDAY BASS VALLEY CHILD CARE (Occasional Care Program) Open
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. 9:30am-2:30pm. Active Early
Childhood Development Program. Qualified Staff.
Bookings are essential. Cost $30.

- FRIDAY BASS VALLEY CHILD CARE (Occasional Care Program) Open
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. 9:30am-2:30pm. Active Early
Childhood Development Program. Qualified Staff.
Bookings are essential. Cost $30.
SHOPPING BUS to WONTHAGGI As per Tuesday. Cost: $15.
COMPUTER CLUB
10am-12pm (all ages) Informal computer learning and problem
solving for your computer, laptops, notebooks and internet
access provided or bring your own. Free tea and coffee.
Cost: $8 per week, BVCG members $5. Bookings are essential.
FRIDAY ART AT BASS
Every Friday morning, 10am-12pm. Paint or draw in any medium,
with a relaxed and happy group. The group is supported by the
group leader, Nicolas, who is an accomplished artist with his work
in many collections as well as having illustrated wildlife books.

- SUNDAY PAUL’S TABLE Community Café. Delicious food, great coffee.
10am-2pm. Anyone is welcome to drop in and have a chat while
enjoying some home-made cooking.
2017

Community Grants awards ceremony. We were accompanied by Ross
Denby, half of the dynamic couple who have developed the Paul’s Table
Community Café in the Bass Hall. We are very grateful to Bass Coast
Shire Council for the $2,200 the Centre received to support our Autumn
Festival. Paul’s Table was also a lucky recipient of Council’s support,
receiving almost $5,000.
Grants and preparing the applications for them are a significant part of
what we do at the Centre. An important part of any application is
demonstrating that we are communicating with our community. The Bass
Valley News is a big part of this, with a circulation of 1,800 copies
throughout the Waterline area and beyond. The Centre is dependent on
grants from governments and other sources for many of its needs that
aren’t otherwise taken care of. The Centre’s location in very picturesque
buildings in a park-like setting can sometimes be a mixed blessing.
Building and grounds maintenance requirements can eat up a lot of funds,
while neglecting them invariably leads to even greater expense.

In this edition
Page 1
2
3
4&5
6
7
8
9
10 & 11
12

Cover Story
Cover Story plus Paul’s Table Café
Centre Calendar & Centre Manager’s Update
Community Notice Board
Our Tradie’s Page
Historical Book Review plus Competition Results
Health & Wellbeing
BVN Competitions
Entertainment, TV, Movies, Current Affairs, Trivia
McConvill Lawyers
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COMMUNITY
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Country Women’s
Association

BASS

Hadden House (Hade Ave - The Cottage)
Mon to Fri 9am-3pm. Sat 9am-1pm.
CORINELLA St George’s Church (Smythe St)
Mon Wed Thur Fri 10-2pm. Sat 9:30am-12:30pm.
COWES Phillip Island & San Remo Rotary (Thompson Ave)
Mon to Fri 10am-3:30pm. Sat 9am-12pm.
GRANTVILLE Bass Coast Baptist (Bass Hwy)
Mon to Fri 10am-3pm. Sat 10am-1:30pm.
NYORA Railway Station (Henley St)
Mon to Sat 9am-1pm.
SAN REMO Bass Coast Health (Back Beach Rd)
MWT 10am-3:30pm. Tue 10am-2pm. Sat 10am-12:30pm.
WONTHAGGI South Gippsland Animal Aid (Watt St)
Mon to Fri 9am-4pm. Sat 9am-2pm.

~ Bass Group ~

-— Call Tabitha —
5678 8933 or 0430 537 392
‘Pet Supplies for your furry and feathered friends.’

Factories 1 & 2, 6-10 Grantville Dve, Grantville
Competitive Prices / Delivery Available










Coronet Bay
Cowes
Glen Alvie
Grantville
Loch
Woodleigh Vale

Margot
Lorraine
Libby
Betty
Val
Carol

0409 559 047
5952 2165
5678 3280
0418 396 863
5659 4268
5678 8041

Halley's comet passes the Earth every 76 years (the next time it will return will be 2062)
If your DNA was stretched out it would reach to the moon 6,000 times
Each time you see a full moon you always see the same side
The longest possible eclipse of the sun is 7.31 minutes
A full moon is 9 times brighter than a half moon
Earth is the only planet not named after a god
The moon orbits the Earth every 27.32 days
There is no sound in space

DID
YOU
KNOW ?

Pet Photo Competition
The Bass Valley News is running another pet
competition with a photo of your much loved pet.
The awards will be announced in December’s
newsletter, proceeded by a special presentation
day yet to be decided.
RULES:
 The entrant must own the pet.
 The pet must still be alive when the
entry is received.
 One pet only and no more than one
person can be featured in the photo.
 Enhanced photos or prints are allowed.
Send your entry to, BVN Competition, C/O Bass
Valley Community Centre, PO Bass, Vic, 3991.

Volunteers Wanted
Coronet Bay Fun/Run/Walk

As this event continues to grow,
so too does the need for more
volunteers to help run it. So if you
can spare a few hours to help out
with this community fundraiser on
Sunday 5 November, please give
Ian Cole a call on 5678 2014.

Patient Transport
A driver is available for medical
appointments that encompass
the areas of Wonthaggi, Cowes
and Lang Lang.
Melbourne hospital appointments
are available by arrangement.
The driver is fully licensed and
has a current Police check.
Approximately $20/hr - includes
petrol.

Jan Downie

MONTHLY MARKETS

1st Sunday Jumbunna Bush
2nd Saturday Coal Creek (Korumburra)
Cowes Island Craft
2nd Sunday Koowee Bush
Rotary Club (Wonthaggi)
Loch Lions Village
3rd Sunday Inverloch Farmers’
Tooradin Sunday
4th Saturday Churchill Island Farmers’
Cowes On Chapel
4th Sunday Grantville Variety
Each Sunday Kongwak

Tenby Point Residents Association
Tenby Point has a small but active wombat population.
Recently one of the wombats became infected with the
mange which has killed wombats all over Australia. The
mange can be successfully treated if tackled early enough.
A team of residents made heroic efforts to save our
affected wombat but we were unsuccessful. We are now
on the lookout for other local wombats who may be
affected by mange.
All Tenby Point residents are welcome to join. The cost is
only $10 per household per year. We meet quarterly on
Saturday mornings.
President: Jean Coffey - 0419 500 593.
Secretary: David Pearce - 0401 514 339.

Configure
Explain
Maintain
Upgrade
 Computer not working properly?
 Worried about your backup?
 Do you need new hardware?
 Internet and mail working reliably?
 Anti-virus up to date?
Would you like your own email
and your own domain name?
WEBSITES - our specialty
Call for a free visit* and free advice
Specialising in individual needs for
clubs and businesses
Gordon Chase - Chase Computers
for local, friendly advice

Advice
Repair
Rebuild
Support

NO FIX - NO FEE
(*Conditions Apply)

5678 7097

or 0430

168 345

gordon@esahc.com

0466 367 446

esahc.com

WATERLINE COMMUNITY - ASSOCIATIONS - GROUPS - CLUBS
BASS
Bass Friends of the RSL
Sue
0418 588 596
Bass Valley Community Centre
Roderick 5678 2277
Bass Valley Landcare
Admin
5678 2335
Gippsland Historical Model Railway
Ian
5678 2014
Phillip Island Squares (dancing)
Carol
5952 5875

CORINELLA
Bass Valley Historical Society
Libby
5678 0339
Corinella & District Probus Inc.
Coral
5678 0396
Corinella & District Men’s Shed
Ken
0427 889 191
Corinella Foreshore Committee
Barbara 0427 780 245
Bass Coast Strollers - Walking Club
David
5678 0033
TENBY POINT
Tenby Point Residents Association
Jean
0419 500 593

CORONET BAY
Coronet Bay Foreshore & Res. Com.
Admin
5678 0738
Coronet Bay Social Club
Admin
5678 0341
Coronet Bay Neighbourhood Watch
Ivan
5678 0663
Coronet Bay Playgroup
Ann
5678 0341
Coronet Bay Res. & Ratepayers Ass.
Stephanie 0414 370 929

KERNOT FOOD & WINE STORE
Paul & Julie Johnston

135 Marine Parade
San Remo 3925
Phone:
Fax:

5678 5337
5678 5756

Hrs: 8am-8pm, 7 days. Free Home Delivery
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Hours: Thursday & Sunday 9:30am-8pm Friday & Saturday 9am-10pm
Breakfast and Lunch: Thursday to Sunday
* Wood Fired Pizza: Thursday to Sunday
* Dinner Menu: Friday & Saturday
* Live Music: Friday Night & Sunday Lunch
1075 Kernot-Loch Road, Kernot, Vic 3979
kernotfoodandwinestore@gmail.com

5678 8555

Facebook: Kernot Food and Wine Store

GRANTVILLE
Grantville District Ambulance Auxiliary
Shelly
0417 593 497
Grantville & District Foreshore Committee
Dianne
0418 581 816
Bass Valley Lions Club & Op Shop
Admin
5678 8357
Grantville Tennis Club
Pat
5997 6221
Grantville Recreation Reserve Committee
Pat
5997 6221
Grantville & District Tourism Association
Neroli
5678 8548
U3A Bass Valley
Heather 5997 6323

— Coronet Bay —

K9 Pawfection

Dog Wash, Grooming
& Clipping Service
For an appointment
phone Sandra

0413 209 709
JULY

NOTICE BOARD
MOUNTAIN GLIDING
AUSTRALIA
MODEL AIRCRAFT TUITION

Learn to fly model aircraft, including
drones with a qualified instructor.
Lessons are free.
It could save you hundreds of dollars
and much heartache.
Phone Ian on 5678

2014

mountainglidingaustralia.com.au

The Bass Valley News

Community Halls - Functions & Hire
Archies Creek
Bass
Corinella
Coronet Bay
Dalyston
Glen Alvie
Grantville
Kernot
Kilcunda
Kongwak
Loch
Newhaven
Nyora
Rhyll
Woodleigh

Mez
Roderick
Paula
Peter
Dorothy
Barbara
Pat
Julie
Marion
Betty
Greg
Noel
Robyn
Korral
Evan

0415 445 215
5678 2277
0418 441 046
5678 1071
5678 7334
5678 3314
5997 6221
5678 8555
0404 135 434
5657 4317
0419 358 628
5956 6122
5659 0098
5956 9205
5657 7275

Community Centres & Council Offices
Bass
Roderick 5678 2277
Corinella
Iain
5678 0777
Grantville
Lester
5678 8808
Lang Lang
Admin
5997 5704
Cowes
Admin
5952 1131
(Phillip Island & Community Learning)
Mitchell House Admin
5672 5755
(Wonthaggi Neighbourhood Centre)
Bass Coast Shire Council
5671 2211
(Wonthaggi Office 76 McBride Ave)
(Cowes Office 91-97 Thompson Ave)

EMERGENCY
000

Ambulance - Fire - Police
Local Police Enquiries

Wonthaggi
San Remo
Lang Lang
Cowes
Inverloch
Korumburra

5671 4100
5678 5500
5997 5444
5952 2037
5674 1202
5655 1244

Australian Football League
What a close season it’s been so far; one of the closest in many years. At the
end of Round 15 (7 July), only seven games separate top from bottom, whereas
at the same time last year it was an eleven game separation. Hawthorn started
off with one of its worst seasons in years, yet it still might make the eight after
steadily working its way up to 13th spot from bottom place in Round 4.
Mathematically speaking, every team that’s not in the eight is still in contention
but the lower teams will not only need a lot of good luck, they will also need the
teams above them to have a lot of bad luck.
It’s tough to pick a Grand Final Premier this year, let alone pick the final eight, as
teams expected to win at times have lost and vice versa. But this is all good for
football. At one point, Adelaide was outright favourite but now it’s anyone's
guess. The drop in form of the Western Bulldogs is a surprise after winning last
year’s Premiership but Hawthorn’s dramatic drop in form certainly is the biggest
surprise. So which teams are going to make up the final eight? Who knows! But I
reckon more surprises are in store and upsets are looming. The way the 2017
AFL season is panning out, the final eight is likely to go down to the wire.
As far as the rules go, I reckon the deliberate out of bounds and the advantage
rules should go; these can be so unfair at times and the sooner they’re gone the
better it will be for the game. I would also like to see the return of the ‘stab’ pass.
For those not old enough to remember the ‘stab’, you would bounce the footy just
before you kicked it, then with the (kicking) knee still bent, you would toe-poke
the football to your teammate. The end result was a low trajectory, high velocity
pass that could be kicked with great accuracy - and a treat to watch. The Editor.

South Gippsland Support After Suicide is a new initiative
offering peer support for those bereaved by suicide.
We meet monthly on the fourth Thursday
at the Grantville Transaction Centre,
corner of Bass Hwy and Pier Rd, Grantville.

NEXT MEETING: THURSDAY 27 JULY

BVN WANTS YOU!

Do you have a story to tell? We would love to
hear it. Why not send us an article? We can
dress it up if needed. We’re always looking
for current and historical items for the
newsletter. We also do onsite reporting and
photography. Phone us on 5678 2277 or
send your news to bvn@bvcg.org.au
Cr Clare Le Serve
Leadbeater Ward
Bass Coast Shire
0448 083 286
1300 226 278
clare.leserve@basscoast.vic.gov.au
basscoast.vic.gov.au
Bass Coast Shire Council
76 McBride Avenue,
Wonthaggi 3995
2017

Mulch for Sale
Chipper Hire

* STUMP GRINDING * CHERRY PICKER

* TREE SURGERY & REMOVAL
* EXPERT WORK & ADVICE
GUARANTEED FULLY INSURED
# Pensioner Discounts #
Phone Paul or Lindy

0407 334 423

Grantville Newsagency
& Post Office
Shop 2/1503 Bass Highway
GRANTVILLE
Phone: 5678 8808
Fax:
5678 8714
Supplying all your stationery needs. Orders
on request, Laminating, Photocopying,
Faxing, Billpay & much more. Magazines,
Stationery & Ink Cartridges. Supplying most
phone recharge cards. Cards, Wraps, Kid’s
Activities, Party Balloons & Candles.

Greg Hunt MP
Federal Member for Flinders

‘Working
with the
Community’
Available to assist with your concerns in
relation to Federal Government matters.
Phone: 5979 3188 Fax: 5957 3034
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Airconditioning, Building Supplies, Renovations & Home Maintenance, Home & Commercial Cleaning, Flooring & Tiling,
Marine & Auto Electrical, Haulage, Excavation & Backhoe, Concreting, Tree Lopping, Plumbing & more.

REAL ESTATE
AGENTS AND
AUCTIONEERS
Sales

Rentals

MADELYNE GOLBY

DEBBIE GOLBY

B/H

5678 8433

A/H 0408 559 096
1505 Bass Highway Grantville 3984
alexscott.com.au

Metal Signs, Coasters, Mugs,
Stubby Holders, Jigsaw Puzzles,
Cast Iron Plaques, Collectibles,
Personalised Printing.
Looking to buy oil and petrol cans
and old signs.
For all your ‘mancave’ needs
phone Conway.
0423 875 241

ETER C WEST
LUMBING
Corinella

Corinella Airconditioning
& Electrical

corinella.airconditioning@hotmail.com
REC: 8483

Plumbing: 48231

Tip-truck Hire
Bulk Organic Fertiliser
Bob Cat Hire & Mini Skips

South Gippsland
& Bass Coast

LET’S TAKE
THE DAY OFF…

We also do
Industrial &
Home Cleaning

McKenzie Rd, Bass, Vic 3991

0408 304 716
5678 8409

Auto & Marine

PLUMBER

Electrical
Gerald Sammut

General Plumbing
Gas Roofing

Providing quality electrical service for:
Cars Caravans Boats Trucks Tractors
Marine Accessories & Fitouts
4WD Accessories & Fitouts
Earthmoving Equipment

0407 723 713
Kilcunda
Licence No: 41806

ENDRES
ELECTRICAL
Licence. No. A51771
REC 23818

For all electrical needs
Domestic, Industrial or Commercial
Free quotes or hourly rate
No job too big or too small
Call Chris 0404

0407 143 910
Bass Coast

David Copland

488 923

Gary Burchell
0407 976 291

Carpet Cleaning

WHEN WE LAND WE NEED TO
ENACT A RITUAL WHICH WILL
DEEPLY SYMBOLISE THE SPIRIT
OF THIS GREAT COUNTRY!

Chris Milton

0419 307 615

Sales, Service & Maintenance

5678 2277

Bass Bulk Haul

Lic. No 22837

5672 1755

WANTED FOR THE BASS VALLEY NEWS
* Keen person to help with journalism
* Proof-readers also needed
* Experience in Publisher helpful
Contact the centre for details

Small Job Specialist
40 Years Experience

Quality meals 7 days a week
113-155 Graham St Wonthaggi

ACTIVE HOME &
COMMERCIAL CLEANING
Specialising in
Rental Properties
Carpet Cleaning
Car Upholstery - Windows
General Cleaning Needs

Fact. 6, 6-10 Grantville Dve, Grantville, 3984

Phone Tony on

5678 8533 0419 377 092

0487 457 163

34-36 Hade Ave Bass
PETROL
DIESEL
& GAS
REPAIRERS

SPECIALISING IN
NISSAN & TOYOTO

Disc & Drum Brake Service
CALL STUART
Latest Engine Analyser
ON
Major & Minor Repairs
5678
2204
All Work Guaranteed

~ RUSCH ~

Building & Maintenance
Rudy Schraven

General Carpentry
Home Renovations & Repairs

5678 2001
0438 761 213

Advertise in the
VAN STEENSEL
Valley News
TIMBER PTY. LTD. Bass
We distribute 1800 copies
BUILDING MATERIALS

FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS
Corner of Corinella Road
and Bass Highway, Grantville
Ph: 5678 8552 Fax: 5678 8413

a month throughout
the shires of
Bass Coast, Cardinia,
Mornington Peninsula,
South Gippsland & Casey

LANG LANG DISTRICT FUNERAL SERVICE
1 Westernport Rd Lang Lang

Ben
0415 386 182
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Dianne Comber - 0418 328 205

dianne@llfds.com

* Quality service, compassion, dignity and respect
* Personal care 24 hours a day - servicing all areas
* Prepaid and prearranged funeral plans available
‘Let us be there to help you in your time of need.
We’ve been there and we care.’
JULY

Cr Geoff Ellis

Cr Clare Le Serve

Cr Bruce Kent

JULY 2017

On any Wednesday…….
From the Mayor
Cr Pamela Rothfield

I commend this Western
Port Ward Councillor
initiative and I also look
forward to contributing
to upcoming editions.
Communication and engagement are one
of our major commitments and these four
pages each month will help to keep you
informed.
Welcome from our councillors
Welcome to our first edition. The purpose
of this update is to explain decisions and
council policies from our personal
perspective and to provide information to
the general public.
You can subscribe to our monthly update
by emailing wpwupdate@gmail.com. Our
intention is not to compete with local
newspapers or supersede the Bass Coast
Shire Council communications. It is our
aim is to provide insight into the role of
governance.

Western Port Ward Councillors

Councillors commit to spending almost
every Wednesday attending meetings and
briefings so that, when we put our hands
up to vote at the monthly meeting of
Council, we have an understanding of
those matters.

A typical Wednesday run sheet at our
meetings looks like this:
09:30 - Councillor Only Time
10:30 - Briefing: NDIS
11:30 - Briefing: Precinct Plan
12:30 - Working Lunch
13:00 - Red Tape Reduction Commissioner
14:00 - Council Agenda discussion
16:00 - Briefing: Landcare
17:00 - Briefing: Transport
Views and opinions expressed in this
update are our own personal perspectives.
These may not be representative of B.C.S.C.
policy or statements. Authorised by G.Ellis,
Loch-Wonthaggi Rd, Krowera, 3995.

How to keep in touch with Council:

Community Connection Sessions

www.basscoast.vic.gov.au

For the latest information and updates about
Council’s services:

Facebook
www.facebook.com/BassCoastShire
Visit Council’s Facebook page for the latest
news and current events as well as road
closures or emergencies that may affect our
community.

Every second Wednesday of the month
community groups and individuals have the
opportunity to present ideas and put
questions to Council.
Bookings are essential. The sessions run from
3pm to 5pm.

Upcoming Council Meetings:

Coastell
Coastell is Council’s quarterly community
newsletter. Sign up to receive it via
www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/coastell or phone
the Bass Coast Shire Council on 5671 2703 to
receive a paper, audio or large print copy.

Community
Connection 12 July 2017
Session

3pm

Council
Chamber, Bass
Coast Civic
Centre,
Wonthaggi

5pm

Council
Chamber, Bass
Coast Civic
Centre,
Wonthaggi

Radio
Tune into Council’s News Show on 3mFM on
Tuesdays at 9:30am, Thursdays at 4:30pm and
Saturdays at 10am. You can also find the show
on SoundCloud and iTunes.

Ordinary
Council
Meeting

19 July 2017

Mail
You can send mail to Council at:
PO Box 118, Wonthaggi VIC 3995 or email
basscoast@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Community
Connection
Session

9 August 2017

3pm

Council
Chamber, Bass
Coast Civic
Centre,
Wonthaggi

Ordinary
Council
Meeting

16 August
2017

5pm

Grantville Hall,
Grantville

3pm

Council
Chamber, Bass
Coast Civic
Centre,
Wonthaggi

In Person
You can visit one of Council’s Customer
Service Centres from Monday to Friday:
Cowes: 91-97 Thompson Ave, 9am to 5pm
Grantville: 1504 -1510 Bass Hwy, 8:30am to 1pm
and 1:30pm to 4:30pm.
Inverloch: 16 A’Beckett St, 9am to 5pm
Wonthaggi: 76 McBride Ave, 8:30am to 5pm.
To raise issues, you should first email
basscoast@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Community
Connection
Session

13 September
2017

Invitations for councillors to attend meetings
and events should be emailed to:
councillorsupport@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Views and opinions expressed in this update are our own personal perspectives.
These may not be representative of B.C.S.C. policy or statements.
Authorised by G.Ellis, Loch-Wonthaggi Rd, Krowera, 3995.

Western Port Ward Councillors
Cr Geoff Ellis

0428 840 868
geoff.ellis@basscoast.vic.gov.au
Cr Ellis has had a career in Logistics
Management, which included elements of
Occupation, Health and Safety (OH&S)
and Industrial Relations. Moving to Port
Melbourne in 2009, Geoff became
involved in a community based not-forprofit group called South Port Day Links,
an organisation that helps older people and
people with disabilities and their carers to
remain connected to the community. After
moving to Wattle Bank in 2011, Geoff
worked on a dairy farm in Woodleigh for
two years. He is now a freelance writer.



Cr Clare Le Serve

0448 083 286
clare.leserve@basscoast.vic.gov.au
This is Cr Le Serve’s second term as a
Bass Coast Councillor, having represented
the Leadbeater Ward from 2012 to 2016.



Clare has lived in Bass Coast for over 40
years and is passionate about the
community. She believes that our unique
lifestyle sets us apart from any other area
in Victoria.
Cr Le Serve is married with two children,
seven grandchildren and a cat named
Oscar. She enjoys cooking, spending time
with her family, wandering around local
markets and buying local products. She is
a frequent visitor to French Island where
she helps out in the family business there.
Clare has a background in community
development, having spent many years in
local community organisations and in
dairy farming. She believes in strongly
supporting community projects that benefit
children and is motivated by issues of
equality for women and in improving
outcomes for disadvantaged sectors within
the community.

Committees




Human Resources Committee
Rural Engagement Group
South East Australian Transport
Study

Cr Ellis lives with his wife. They have two
cats and two dogs, one of which is deaf, so
they are fully aware of the responsibility of
pet ownership and the need for decent
facilities.
Cr Ellis is committed to matters pertaining
to the environment, reconciliation, fair
treatment of asylum seekers, inclusion of
our lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans and/or
intersex (LGBTI) community as well as
engagement of our differently abled
community members.
Geoff wants to work with farmers to
increase opportunities through networking
and promotion of ‘Farm Gate’ tourism.
Working positively with his fellow
councillors, Geoff believes that we can
build on 'what is strong'.

Committees

Bass Coast Place Names Committee
Bass Coast Environmental Review
Committee
 Gippsland Climate Change Network
 South East Council’s Climate Change
Alliance (sub)
 West Gippsland Regional Library
Corporation



Views and opinions expressed in this update are our own personal perspectives.
These may not be representative of B.C.S.C. policy or statements.
Authorised by G.Ellis, Loch-Wonthaggi Rd, Krowera, 3995.

Western Port Ward Councillors
Cr Bruce Kent
0428 741 843
bruce.kent@basscoast.vic.gov.au
Cr Kent and his wife, Jenny, are currently
in the planning stages of building their
home in San Remo. Together, they have
four children and three grandchildren. He
moved to Bass Coast in 2010 and prior to
this the family had a holiday home on
Phillip Island.



Bruce is a police officer and holds the
position of Station Commander of San
Remo Police Station. He joined the police
force in 1980, but has also had the
opportunity to run his own successful
business.
Geoff has formed a strong relationship
with local community groups, working at
the MotoGP, V8 Supercars, San Remo
Channel Challenge and many other local
events.
Cr Kent is passionate about the area and its
strong community spirit. He has strong
experience and abilities with emergency
management and event planning. He has
an exceptional ethical standing within the
community and strongly believes in the
accountability to the community of all
councillors.

Committees
Bass Coast Community Road Safety
Committee (Chair)
 Bass Coast Municipal Emergency
Management Planning Committee
(Chair)
 Bass Coast Municipal Fire Management
Committee
 Phillip Island Aquatics Working Group


Community Spirit
A siren rips the night in half as people
gather on a footpath. As a police officer I
often step into the worst moments of a
person’s life.
Last month I was called out to a fire at
Bass that consumed the home of the Finn
Family. Their house and caravan were
completely destroyed. All their treasured
possessions were lost in the flames.
In the aftermath of this physical and
emotional
devastation,
the
whole
neighborhood rallied in support. Adding to
the generosity of the neighbours, great
assistance was received from the local
McDonald’s Restaurant and Silverwater
Resort. Red Cross has provided ongoing
comfort and support as the broader
community added to the effort.
A week later, as I commenced my
councillor day, I was greeted by Wayne
Finn at the rear of the council building. He
was carrying bags of groceries and talked
to me about how much support and
kindness had been shown to his family.
This was a very humbling experience as he
had come to the council to thank all the
employees for the assistance that he and
his family had received since the fire.
On behalf of Wayne and his family I
would like to thank all the council officers
and staff for the fantastic assistance that
has been given to this family in their time
of need.
On behalf of our community and all your
grateful councillors I thank you for your
compassionate hard work.

Cr Bruce Kent
Views and opinions expressed in this update are our own personal perspectives.
These may not be representative of B.C.S.C. policy or statements.
Authorised by G.Ellis, Loch-Wonthaggi Rd, Krowera, 3995.

LINES MINES PEOPLE AND PLACES

The Bass Valley News

Presented by Barry Sykes in a glossy 895 page A4 book weighing in at a whopping 3.32kg.
Barry spent 30 years as a member of the
now defunct Special Services Division of the
(Victorian) Education Department. He was
posted firstly to Melbourne, Traralgon,
Hamilton and then back to Traralgon,
where he continued to reside. As an
adjunct to his work, he ran train trips for
primary school children to a variety of
places around Victoria and over the 15
years he did so, some 35,000 persons
participated.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Born in 1939, Barry
Sykes has had a lifelong interest in railways
and like most with that interest he is well
travelled. As with others of his ilk, Barry
dabbles in model trains too. However, his
main focus is on rolling stock and to this
end he has accumulated a collection of
artefacts, not the least, VR passenger vans.
Barry is one of the earlier generation of
railway historians, who, with some notable
exceptions, came from all walks of life,
rather than being a railway employee. His
other major interest is in South Gippsland’s
black coal mines and mining history. Thus,
over a long period Barry has accumulated a
considerable library of material on railways
and mines, from which much of the content
of this book is drawn. Barry also has an
extensive collection of photographic images
along with many hours of movie films. His
many photographs that appear in this book
are testament to this.

services between the towns before the
railways came, along with the history of the
railways themselves. Australia’s first train
with the comments of people of the time
and how train lighting evolved, are followed
by the duties of the guards on these trains.

The communications theme continues with
descriptions of how the postal and
telegraph facilities were obtained for the
Korumburra area, including the party line
services, as well as a list of the various
Barry has had long term involvements with Jumbunna and Outtrim postmistresses
the Australian Railway Historical Society down through the years.
(Victoria), the Korumburra & District
Historical Society and Korumburra's Coal Likewise of coal mining, right from the
Creek. He is also a member of the beginning and how England's economy was
Australian Mining History Association and built around it. We then take a look at the
latterly the Victorian Railways Institute; Korumburra mines and the railways that
membership of which is not usually open to served them.
non-railwaymen.
If horses interest you, there is a choice of
ABOUT THE BOOK: Welcome to the biggest either farm horses at work or a study of the
book ever written on Gippsland’s history. pit ponies in the mines, along with the
Barry Sykes has written Lines Mine, People types of skips they hauled.
and Places as an extension to his 1996
book, ‘Change Here For Outtrim’, as well as But then the readers may prefer to learn
including Jumbunna’s interesting story for about the Korumburra area’s various
the very first time.
sporting teams and how they coped in the
early days or indeed the religions that were
In doing so, he has discussed such diverse practised there; the first preachers and
topics as catching, skinning and cooking their churches.
rabbits, the Wirth’s Circus train, a study of
house cows and separations and the All this and more awaits the reader in Barry
provision of milk to households then and Sykes’ Magnum Opus, Line, Mines, People
now.
and Places.
Noted too are the tribulations of early
teachers who were sent to places they had
never heard of to start up schools that were
not even there.

Barry’s book is available now at a very
reasonable $75. The BVN Editor met Barry
at a model train show this year and bought
his book. If you are interested in the history
of Gippsland, this book is certainly a good
From a detailed look at all the known aerial read. To purchase the book, contact the
tramways in Victoria, we move to the coach BVN Editor at bvn@bvcg.org.au

Results from last month’s competition

Congratulations to our four winners. Yes, rather than giving just the first placegetter a
prize, I decided to give out prizes to the first four correct entries. So well done, Rhys
Keys from Tenby Point, Carol Barclay, from Glen Iris, J and L Wagstaff from Langwarrin
and J Callander from North Wonthaggi. Your prizes will be forthcoming thanks to Rob’s
Takeaway and Café (food voucher) and Garage Art Australia (printed signs).
From the left: The Golden Girls, Kingswood Country, The Weekly
With Charlie Pickering, Dennis The Menace, Gomer Pyle, I Dream of
Jeannie, McHale’s Navy, Bewitched, The Dick Van Dyke Show, The
Andy Griffith Show, Laugh-In, The Adventures Of Ozzie And Harriet,
aka The Nelsons, Diff’rent Strokes, I Love Lucy, The Donna Reed
Show, My Three Sons and The Dick Van Dyke Show.
The last image in the group with Dick Van Dyke was actually the same show. This was
the editor’s slip-up. One of the entries got this correct, two entries put The New Dick
Van Dyke Show (see the image to the right) and one entry put The Mary Tyler-Moore
Show. The New Dick Van Dyke Show in fact aired on television in 1970, 10 years after
the original show. But as the last image in the group with Dick Van Dyke was not the
image intended, all four entries selected were deserving of a prize. The Editor.

2017

From left: 4 down, 14 across.

Answer to ‘Where’s The Footy’.
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HEALTH & WELLBEING
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BVN Advertising

We distribute 1800 copies a
month via 68 outlets throughout
the shires of Bass Coast (including
Phillip Island), Casey, Cardinia,
Mornington Peninsula and South
Gippsland.
ADVERTISING RATES (GST Included)
Small = $20 Double Small = $40
Quarter Page = $70
Half Page = $115
Full Page = $200
Add 100% for full colour

Diabetes - the silent killer
The Editor’s Take with excerpts from Diabetes Australia
Audiology and Sleep Clinic





Hearing Assessments & Hearing Aid Trials *
Hearing Aid Adjustments & Repairs
Sleep Studies - Home Based
CPAP Trials, Evaluations & Service

Lang Lang Medical Centre
5 Whiteside St Lang Lang
Call 5625 5155 *Conditions Apply

42 Murray St, Wonthaggi
25 A’Beckett St, Inverloch
2/1524 Bass Hwy, Granville

A Locally Owned Quality Practice

Bass Coast Health, Grabham Wing

GRANTVILLE MEDICAL CENTRE
2/1524 Bass Highway, Grantville
Appointments 5678 8029
Opening Hours

Diabetes Australia’s Victorian statistics show that 27,000 Victorians were
diagnosed with the disease last year, which is the equivalent of about 74
cases a day.
In just two years’ time, diabetes will be the leading cause of disease
burden in Australia, overtaking heart disease. While there is no cure for
Type 1 Diabetes, which makes up about 10 per cent of cases, it is a
different situation for Type 2 Diabetes.
Diabetes is known as a lifestyle disease, brought on by eating too much
of the wrong food and not exercising enough. Regular physical activity
and a healthy diet can reduce your chances of being diagnosed with
Type 2 Diabetes by about 60 per cent.
People with elevated blood glucose levels have pre-diabetes, which puts
them at risk of developing the disease. About 500,000 Victorians fall into
this category and when combined with those who already have the
disease, almost 800,000 people are affected.
So what can be done to curb the diabetes epidemic? Well there are
several actions that would have an almost immediate effect but they
would need the Australian Government to enforce a sugar-reduction
plan, targeting certain processed food manufacturers and retailers.

Monday to Friday 9am - 4:30pm
Closed over lunch period.

Bulk Billing

All consultations for pensioners, health care card holders
and children under the age of 16 are Bulk Billed.
(Procedures may be privately billed to recover associated medical supplies costs.)

wonthaggimedical.com.au
Wonthaggi Medical Group is accredited to
the Royal Australian College of General
Practice Standards by AGPAL.

———

New figures show the number of Victorians diagnosed with diabetes has
reached the critical mark of 300,000 and another 500,000 people are at
high risk of developing Type 2 Diabetes.

———

HEALTHY WEIGHT LOSS

THE VIRTUAL GASTRIC BAND PROGRAM
WITH HYPNOTHERAPY
For more information contact Delma on 0408 949 401
or visit, infinitethinking.com.au

DK DENTURE Clinic Pty Ltd

The plan could include:
 Cut by half the sugar content in processed foods by 2020.
 Have retail outlets cease placing sugary junk food in prominent
positions, i.e. out of hands reach, not at or near the check-out, nor on
counters, nor in frontend aisles of supermarkets, etc.
 Discontinue two for one, half price or other tempting offers.
Food manufacturers will tell you that they don’t force anyone to buy
their products. However, we now know that sugar can be an addiction
for many people. In some sectors of the community it’s been called the
‘sugar poison’.
The current solution being mooted is to add a sugar tax. But in my
opinion this will not work to any degree that will make a significant dent
in the current diabetes epidemic. (Continued on page 9.)

LANG LANG PHARMACY
Western Port Rd, Lang Lang
Instant Passport Photos, NDS sub-agency,
Digital Photo Processing, Slimming
Products, Hair Colours, Gifts, Perfumes.
Maybelline Cosmetics, Nebulisers, Glucose
Meters, Blackmore’s Vitamin and Herbal
Supplements, Sports Braces, Home
Healthcare Hire and Sales
Mon to Fri 9am-5:30pm Sat 9am-12:30pm

5997 5403
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5952 1240 or 0412 231 268

‘Now with extended hours’
Monday to Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Public Holidays

9am-5:30pm
9am-5pm
10am-5pm
9am-2pm

1503 Bass Hwy, Grantville Vic 3984

5678 8635

‘Safflower Chinese Medicine - more choices naturally’
Individual consultations and low cost community
acupuncture sessions available to get your health on track.

232 Thompson Ave, Cowes (opposite the RSL)
Consultations are also available at Wonthaggi Medical Group
on Thursdays from 9am until 1pm
42 Murray St Wonthaggi (enter via Biggs Drive)
For appointments phone

Grantville Pharmacy

Chinese Medicine Dispensary & Clinic

Call now: 5956 7011
reception@safflowerclinic.com.au
JULY

BVN COMPETITIONS

The Bass Valley News

Musical Competition

Where’s The Footy

Name the 9 songs

Answer on page 7.

You don’t have to be musical - but it helps!

TV Times, Friday 21 August 1959 - ‘The innocent years of television’
2pm

2:15pm

Movie: Merrily We Live

2pm
2:10pm
2:38pm

News. Eric Pearce
Jane Wyman Theatre: As Long As I Live
Star Theatre: Because I Love Him

3pm

3pm
3:20pm
3:30pm

For Schools: Power From The Atom
Travel Film
A new High School

3:45pm

Menu For The Week

3:06pm
3:34pm

Susie
Mayor OF The Town

4pm

4pm
4:30pm
4:45pm

The Frankie Laine Show
New Zealand Parade
Kindergarten Playtime

4pm
4:15pm
4:40pm

Your Garden: Martha Gardiner
Newsreel
Texas Rangers

4pm
4:07pm
4:15pm
4:45pm

What’s New: Susan Gaye-Anderson
The Feminine Touch
Stories Of The Century
Ramar Of The Jungle

5pm

5pm

Children’s TV Club with Rose and
Diana

5pm
5:40pm
5:56pm

Young Seven
Time For A Coke with Brian Naylor
Cartoon Carnival

5:15pm

The Happy Show with Happy Hammond,
Ron Blaskett, Gerry Gee, Susan GayeAnderson, Margot Sheridan

6pm

6pm
6:30pm

Liberace
The Phil Silvers Show

6:20
6:50

Mickey Mouse Club
News, Weather

6:15pm
6:45pm

The Cisco Kid
News with Eric Pearce, includes
Professor Brown’s Study

7pm

7pm
7:15pm
7:30pm

News
Newsreel, Weather
The Bob Cummings Show

7pm
7:30pm

Sgt Preston Of The Yukon
Whirlybirds

7pm
7:30pm

Kit Carson
MacKenzie’s Raiders

8pm

8pm
8:30pm

ABC Sports Show
Any Questions

8pm
8:30pm

Border Patrol
Have Gun Will Travel

8pm
8:30pm

Sea Hunt
Sea Hunt

9pm

9pm
9:30pm
9:45pm

People with Gerald Lyons
Science Makes News
International Scene with Peter Russo

9pm
9:30pm

Walter Winchall File
Wanted Dead Or Alive

9:30pm

In Melbourne Tonight Graham Kennedy,
Panda, Bob Horsfall, Geoff Corke, Joff
Ellen, Ron Blaskett, Gerry Gee.

10pm

10pm
Mind And Hand
10:30pm News, Newsreel
10:55pm Close

10pm

Sunnyside Up with Bill Collins

10:45pm Movie: Tars and Spars

11pm

11pm

Movie: The Prairie

12am

12:30am Close

12:15am Epilogue
12:25am Close

5 Hade Avenue, Bass

georgebasshotel@yahoo.com.au

5678 2206

Open 7 days - lunch & dinner
$7 Bar Meals
Tuesday
$15 Parma Night
Wednesday Pool Night Comp
Happy Hours: 5pm-6pm 7 Days
Tab - Keno - Pool Tables - Juke Box

2017

First correct entry will win a mystery prize. All correct entries will
go into our end-of-year raffle for a chance to win prizes. Mail your
entry to, BVN Competition, C/O Bass Valley Community Centre,
PO Bass, Vic, 3991. CONDITIONS OF ENTRY: Entries must be
placed in a stamped addressed envelope and posted at any post
office EXCEPT Bass. Only one entry per household is allowed.
The winner will be announced in August’s newsletter. If you do
not wish your name to be published, state this on your entry.

(Continued from page 8.) Food manufacturers and retailers are in business
to make a profit. Their customers’ sugar addiction, diabetes, weight issues
or other medical problems are not their problems. Manufacturers will not
cut back on sugar unless they’re forced to, which stands to reason.
One example of promoting sugary junk food products concerns a wellestablished service station in Wonthaggi, which recently had its storefront
remodelled. The door nearest the counter has been blocked off and its
customers now have to enter the far end of the building, then walk past a
long line of sugary, fatty, salty, processed junk food at hand’s reach,
before arriving at the counter. The proprietors obviously know the
benefits in selling junk food.
Bear in mind, if food manufacturers are forced to dramatically cut down
on the sugar content in their products, the consequences for the sugar
industry could be catastrophic. The loss in production could run into the
billions and put thousands of people out of work. Who’s going to
compensate them? With one solution comes another problem.
Diabetes is already costing the nation billions of dollars each year in
medical expenses. People are dying daily from diabetes related illnesses
and if they are not dying, they are having limbs amputated at the rate of
12 a day in Australia, not to mention kidney failure and other organ
meltdowns. What many people might not realise is that you can have
diabetes for years and not know it until it’s too late to do anything about
it. A case in point is a friend of mine who got a rude awakening when with
little warning, his kidneys shut down. This led to most of his toes having to
be amputated due to a lack of blood supply. He’s now imprisoned three
days a week on dialysis and is also battling heart disease, all because he
ignored the known symptoms and let his diabetes go undiagnosed for
several years.
About three years ago the topic on diabetes was presented on ABC 774
radio, Tony Delroy’s Nightlife to be specific. I rang in and shared my point
of view with Tony, his guest and the viewers. Then a year later, the same
topic came up on the same program, though with a different guest. Again I
rang in to share my thoughts but adding that his program talked about the
same topic a year earlier and that we are still just talking about it. And
here we are in present day and yes, still just talking about it while the
diabetes epidemic worsens. So, have you been tested for diabetes?
PAGE 9
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Aliens

Have they visited us?
A couple of editions ago I
indicated a soon to come
article titled, ‘Could aliens
be living in the Wonthaggi
coal mines?’ Now I had
planned to provide you
with a conspiracy theory
story about how I met an alien at The State Coal
Mine and brought the being home for dinner.
But I had second thoughts. Why take up
precious space in the Bass Valley News when
you can read hundreds of these stories on the
Internet? Just type into your search engine the
words on your mind and something will appear.
So let’s get to the chase. I am fed up with people
lying about the facts and making up conspiracy
theories that are untrue. Here’s but a few:
John F Kennedy was assassinated by Lee Harvey
Oswald. There is no doubt about this. It’s in the
records, that is, the proper records, not in some
of the conspiracy videos you see on YouTube.
There are ample ‘genuine’ videos out there.
Marilyn Monroe died from a likely accidental
overdose of a concoction of prescribed tablets.
Alcohol was probably involved as well. The
conspiracy theory that John F Kennedy had her
murdered is absolute nonsense.
One of the worst conspiracy theories is that of
the Moon landing. It’s been claimed that it was
all done in a film studio. And it’s always the first
Moon landing that cops it. Never mind the nine
trips to the Moon by 21 astronauts; they never
get a mention. This really is an insult to the men
who risked their lives during the Apollo program
in which three astronauts were killed.
There are even conspiracy theories that say man
has never ventured into space. Unbelievable!
The sad thing about these theories is that many
people are naïve enough to get drawn into
believing these conspiracies. As recently as a few
weeks ago, a chap rang in to a radio talkback
program and in a calm and collected voice went
on to explain how the American Government
had just announced that aliens had in fact
visited the United States. The host thought the
chap was joking at first but as he continued on,
the host and I soon realised that he was deadly
serious. Obviously the chap had been watching a
legitimate video on YouTube - ‘not’.

ENTERTAINMENT TELEVISION
So now on to our topic. The Hubble and Kepler
Space Telescopes have made some remarkable
discoveries since their launch, Hubble in 1990
and Kepler in 2009. Kepler has discovered over
2,000 exoplanets, which are possible Earth-like
planets located beyond our solar system. One of
the nearest star systems (aka, solar systems)
where some of these exoplanets lie is called
Trappist-1, which is not that dissimilar to ours.

NASA's space shuttle travelled around the Earth
at a maximum speed of about 17,500mph
(28,160kph). A spaceship travelling at this speed
would take around 1.5 million years to get to
Trappist-1's current location.

The discovery of seven Earth-size planets around
Trappist-1 is certainly exciting news. Trappist-1
is only eight percent the mass of our sun,
making it a cooler and less luminous star. It’s
home to seven Earth-size planets, three of which
orbit in their star's habitable zone - the range of
distances from a star where liquid water could
pool on the surface of a rocky planet. The
system is located about 40 light-years away in
the constellation of Aquarius and is estimated to
be between 3 billion and 8 billion years old.

One ultrafast spacecraft that could reach
Trappist-1 in a much shorter time span is an
interstellar mission advocated by Stephen
Hawking, the Breakthrough Starshot initiative.
Hawking's tiny, laser-propelled probes could
theoretically fly as fast as 20 percent of the
speed of light or 134 million mph (216 million
kph). That's about 4,000 times faster than the
record-breaking New Horizons spacecraft! A
spacecraft that fast could travel 39 light-years in
less than 200 years. But that concept has yet to
leave the ground.

But what would it take to visit one of these
potentially Earth-like alien worlds? Trappist-1 is
39 light-years away from Earth or about 229
trillion miles (369 trillion kilometres). It would
take 39 years to get to its current location
travelling at the speed of light. But no spacecraft
ever built can travel anywhere near that speed.
Given a spacecraft's speed, calculating the
amount of time it would take to travel to
Trappist-1's present location is simple. Because
speed is equal to distance divided by time, the
total travel time must equal the distance to
Trappist-1 (39 light-years) divided by the
spacecraft's speed.
New Horizons, the fastest spacecraft ever
launched, flew past Pluto in 2015 and is
currently travelling out of the solar system at
14.31kps or about 51,500kph, according to
NASA's New Horizons tracking page. At this rate,
it would take the Pluto probe about 817,000
years to travel the 39 light-years to Trappist-1.
NASA's Juno spacecraft actually flew faster than
New Horizons during its approach to the gas
giant Jupiter in 2016. With the help of Jupiter's
gravity, Juno hit a top speed of about
165,000mph (265,000kph) relative to Earth,
making it the fastest human-made object ever
(though New Horizons' initial speed was faster
than Juno's speed after launch).
Even if Juno were constantly travelling that fast,
not just getting a speed boost en route, it would
take the spacecraft 159,000 years to reach
Trappist-1's current location.

People like this are simply not interested in the
facts. If it’s on My Favourite Martian, Star Trek,
Star Wars, Flash Gordon, Lost In Space, Planet of
the Apes, to name a few sci-fi shows, then it
must be true - mustn’t it?

Launched in 1977, Voyager 1, Earth's most
distant spacecraft, left the solar system and
entered interstellar space in 2012. According to
NASA, it is currently speeding away at
38,200mph (61,400kph). For Voyager 1 to travel
39 light-years, it would take the spacecraft
685,000 years to reach Trappist-1.

And then there are people who really believe in
‘beam me up scotty’ aka, teleportation. If you
believe in this, then you would have to believe
that if you walked through a shredder you would
come out the other side in one piece.

But Voyager 1 isn't going there anytime soon or
ever. Instead, the spacecraft is heading for a
different star, AC +79 3888. It will fly within 1.6
light-years of this star in about 40,000 years
time, allowing for movement of the star.
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So for a human mission to the Trappist-1 solar
system, the space shuttle wouldn’t be a practical
mode of transportation.

With today's technology, there's obviously no
way that anyone alive today could make it to
Trappist-1 in a lifetime. NASA officials suggested
that it would likely take at least 800,000 years to
reach the Trappist-1 star system. So don't start
making interstellar vacation plans anytime soon.
Now let’s reverse the tables and view this from
an alien’s perspective leaving Trappist-1.
Alien: “Good morning dear, I am off to work.
Going to Earth to check out the Earthlings. Will
be back in about 1,600,000 (1.6 million) years.
Don’t wait up for me.” Alien takes off and
accelerates to the speed of light, which works
out at over one billion kph, the speed he will
need to reach Earth in a reasonable time, say in
about 800,000 years. Our alien hops into his
cryogenic freezer. During his time in space in
suspended animation, his spaceship remarkably
misses colliding with the billions of planets,
stars, asteroids and space shrapnel on his way to
Earth. 800,000 years pass. The alarm goes off.
He wakes up, slows down his spaceship from
one billion kph to 40,000kph (the space shuttle’s
entry speed it had to attain to safely enter
Earth’s atmosphere). He slows down to cruising
speed at 600kph before landing at Roswell. Alien
meets the President. They hug and kiss.
President: “Welcome to Earth. Did you have a
good trip?” Alien turns on his language
converter and speaks into it. “#%(@)&(#)&@&.”
Translated this means: “Wasn’t a bad trip. Got a
stiff neck though.” A few days later the alien dies
from natural causes. The Americans perform an
autopsy. This actually took place because there
are ‘official’ photos. What do you reckon?

So, do you still believe in aliens? The Editor.
JULY

MOVIES CURRENT AFFAIRS TRIVIA

The Bass Valley News

The 35th America’s Cup ‘Air Race’ ?
Ground Effect Vehicle (GEV)

In case you missed it, as it wasn’t on freeto-air television, the 35th America’s Cup
has just been run and won by New Zealand
who easily defeated America. The boats, if
they can be called boats, flew more like
ground effect vehicles as depicted in the
photo above. So, is this really sailing?
Since the win by Australia ll in 1983 with its
winged keel, controversy has plagued this
event, though even when Australia first
entered in 1964, controversy was not far
away throughout the Cup’s campaign.
The Australian boats up until 1980 were:
1962 Gretel
1964 Dame Pattie
1970 Gretel ll
1974 Southern Cross
1977 Australia
1980 Australia
Australia only competed twice since 1983.
Kookaburra lll entered the race in 1987.
Kookaburras l and ll played off against the
better boat, Kookaburra lll. Then in 1987,
One Australia entered but she broke in half
and quickly sank during the qualifying
series, thankfully with all the crew saved.
However, the most farcical challenge came
in 1988 when America fronted up with a
Winner 2017
America’s Cup
Emirates Team New Zealand
Length = 26.2 m
Mast Height = 40 m
Weight = 6.52 tonnes

2017 America’s Cup defender
Oracle Team USA

completely new design in the form of a
multi-hull (twin hull) catamaran and raced
against New Zealand’s conventional mono
(single) hull boat. Talk about the hare and
the tortoise, though in this case the hare
won by a country mile in all races.
Following the 1988 Cup, all parties agreed
that catamarans would be the boats to
race in future events. Nevertheless, the
controversy continued. The boats just got
bigger and the lawyers got richer.

eliminated, followed by The Louis Vuitton
Playoff Series, which decided the
challenger for the Cup and finally the
America’s Cup itself. But let’s not forget
the cost involved in staging the Cup and
the lead-up events, not to mention having
to ship the boats from country to country.
The estimated cost for the iceberg under
the water, so to speak, would have been
about two billion dollars, give or take a few
hundred million. A rough estimate I know
but you get the gist.

Now we have boats that fly for the most
part rather than sail, using the aid of
hydrofoils, which are wing-like protrusions
that raise the boats at speed.

Sadly, this event now precludes many
countries from entering due to the high
cost involved, though all of the challengers
are privately backed, mostly by billionaires.

Australia ll’s average speed was 6-12 knots
(11.1-22.2kph or 6.9-13.8mph). The top
speed of the catamarans has surpassed an
incredible 50 knots (92.6kph or 57.5mph).

Since Australia ll’s win in 1983, there have
been 10 Cups held. America competed in
seven of these, winning five. Helmsmen of
the Swiss and USA teams in 2017 were
Aussies with Australians in various teams.

While it’s easy with the benefit of hindsight
to criticise decisions of the past, I wonder if
it would have been better to leave the
event as a mono hull class and create a
new class for the catamarans. But as they
say, you can’t stop progress. At least now
there is a common class of boat whereby
each competitor has to sail with the same
hull design and similar rigging with poetic
licence allowed for certain trimming, etc.
In 1962 there was only one challenger,
which was the Australian boat, Gretel who
was beaten 4 races to 1 by the Americans
sailing Weatherly. As a guestimate, the cost
for both parties collectively at that time
would have been about 10 million dollars,
give or take a few million.

For those of you who would like to know
more about the America’s Cup, there’s
oodles of information online via YouTube,
the official America’s Cup website and
other special interest groups.
(Images of Emirates Team New Zealand
and Australia ll are comparatively scaled to
give you an idea of the difference in size.
This article was presented by the Editor.)
Winner 1983
America’s Cup
Australia ll
Length = 19.2 m
Mast Height = 28 m
Weight = 19 tonnes

In the 2017 Cup just run, there were six
entries originally but Australia pulled out
over, yes you guessed it, more controversy.
This left, England, France, Switzerland, New
Zealand and Japan. The overall cost would
have been staggering. Bear in mind, the
America’s Cup itself is just the tip of the
iceberg. The lead up involved The Louis
Vuitton America’s Cup Qualifying Series,
which started in May, where France was
2017
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