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Coronet Bay residents have been speculating about the weird 
seaweed balls which have appeared on the beach recently - vari-
ous suggestions of their origin have been Mermaid eggs, drop 
bear‟s „droppings‟, magical fish, the Australian version of Svens‟s 
family from Frozen.. However, these are an unusual natural event 
culminating in the sudden appearance of balls of living green sea-
weed. Seaweeds rarely make sensational headlines unless they 
wreak havoc, like when the world‟s biggest algal bloom choked 
the sailing course at the Beijing Olympics. Much more appealing, 
and totally harmless, are these cute green balls that washed up 
en masse.                
 
                                                                        Continued on page 8 

Spring 60’s Night!  
In the Bass hall, Old School Rd  
10th Of September From 7:00pm

Alien Eggs at Coronet Bay..? 

Groove along, dress up and dance  
the night away with our DJ  

Hot Dogs, soft drink, tea & coffee 
for sale  

 
Tickets $10 each  

ph 5678 2277  
Prizes for best dressed  

(dress up is optional)  
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Pacific Gull with young chicks 

The last holiday snap. Grand Canyon ! 

Bass Valley News goes abroad.. On it's 
last leg of the global journey..  
Thank you Janice and Gil for taking us with you on this wonderful adventure!  

Bird park in Brazil  

 
Vinyl Layer  

EXPERT LAYING OF  
SHEET VINYL, VINYL  

TILES, VINYL PLANKS,  
LAMINATE & FLOATING  

TIMBER FLOORS  

For a free quote, contact  
I & S Meddings Flooring Contractors 

0419 192 542 



Bass Valley Community Centre 
Bass School Road.  Bass.  Vic.  3991 
 
 

Call us on:   5678 2277 
Centre Manager: Roderick McIvor  
Our website:       bvcg.org.au 
 

Main office hours: Mon-Thurs 9am - 3:30pm  
 Fridays 9am - 3pm 
 

Op Shop hours: Mon-Fri 9am - 3pm   
 Sat 9am - 2pm 
 

General email enquiries:  manager@bvcg.org.au  
Bass Valley News enquiries:  bvn@bvcg.org.au  
Account enquiries: accounts@bvcg.org.au 

 BASS VALLEY COMMUNITY GROUP        
 - CENTER MANAGER’S UPDATE 

 
 

This column last month mentioned the Bass Valley 
Community Group‟s upcoming Annual General 
Meeting. Well I‟m happy to say that we held it and it 

went well. We had a good mix of members and the general public and had 
great feed-back. A number of those attending said that it was a good 
opportunity to catch up with old and new contacts. And again, our annual 
report is available on our website or a hard copy can be picked up from 
the office. And speaking of websites, we are almost to the stage of 
launching our new website. Possibly we should feel honoured that our old 
website was hacked by someone with a Russian address. It should make 
us feel we are an important world-class organisation. However it is just a 
nuisance and has led to us having to start from scratch as some people 
looking at our website have received messages that it is infected with a 
virus. We are endeavouring to make our new website very similar to the 
former one as it seemed relatively easy to negotiate.  
  
To return to our annual report, we were very happy that the accountants 
credited us with having made a small profit for the end of the year. As a 
community organisation we don‟t want to make a large profit. A big profit 
would mean that we had got more money from the community that 
supports us than we actually need.  
 
On the other hand if we show a big loss, that would be an indication that 
we are spending outside of our means. So the challenge for us is like 
driving a big ship. To arrive at our point of destination ie at close to a 
balanced budget, we have to drive our income and expenditure (which 
amount to close to $300,000) very carefully, trimming the expenditure and 
encouraging income as we go. 
 
We are very happy that Spring has finally arrived. There is just a little 
more sunshine each day and a little more warmth. It means that our 
Friendship Club are not restricted to indoor activities or going off on trips. 
They can now get out and about, along the Bass River or up to the shop. 
Possibly doing a little planting in our raised garden beds. It also means 
that our Occasional Care children have the opportunity for more play in 
our playground. It won‟t be long before we start complaining about the 
heat, I expect. 
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BASS VALLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE 

What’s On at the Bass Valley Community Centre 
MONDAYS 
BASS VALLEY FRIENDSHIP GROUP (Home & Community Care)  
10am - 2pm. Door-to-door pick up and drop off transport service provided 
as well as morning tea, lunch, refreshments and a range  of fun activities. 
Wheelchair access available. Cost $15. 
 
GENEALOGY CLUB every Monday evening 7pm to 9pm. Cost $8 per 
session or $5 for members. Enquiries 5678 2277. 
 
TUESDAYS 
BASS VALLEY CHILD CARE (Occasional Care Program) Open 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. 9:30am - 2:30pm. Active Early 
Childhood Development Program.  Qualified Staff.  Bookings essential. 
Cost $30.   
 
SHOPPING BUS TO WONTHAGGI. A door-to-door pick up and drop off 
service for community members needing transport to the supermarket, to 
go grocery shopping or to attend a medical appointment in Wonthaggi. The 
bus will pick you up from your home and you‟ll arrive in Wonthaggi at 
10:30am and leave at 1:30pm. Available mainly for Corinella, Coronet Bay, 
Grantville, Pioneer Bay, The Gurdies, Tenby Point and Bass residents, and 
some other nearby towns. All enquiries welcome. Bookings essential. Cost 
$15 
 
WEDNESDAYS 
BASS VALLEY FRIENDSHIP GROUP (Home & Community Care)  
10am - 2pm. Door-to-door pick up and drop off transport service provided 
as well as morning tea, lunch, refreshments and a range of fun activities. 
Wheelchair access available. Cost $15. 
 
THURSDAYS 
BASS VALLEY CHILD CARE (Occasional Care Program) Open 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. 9:30am - 2:30pm. Active Early 
Childhood Development Program.  Qualified Staff.  Bookings essential. 
Cost $30.   
 
FRIDAYS 
BASS VALLEY CHILD CARE (Occasional Care Program) Open 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. 9:30am - 2:30pm. Active Early 
Childhood Development Program.  Qualified Staff.  Bookings essential. 
Cost $30.   
 
SHOPPING BUS TO WONTHAGGI as per Tuesdays. Cost $15 return trip. 
 
COMPUTER CLUB 
10.00 - 12.00 (No age restrictions) Informal computer learning and problem 
solving. Laptops, notebooks and internet access provided, or bring your 
own. Free tea and coffee. $8.00 per week, (BVCG Members $5.00). 
Bookings essential.  
 
FRIDAY ART AT BASS 
Every Friday morning, 10am – 12pm. Paint or draw in any medium, with a 
relaxed and happy group. The group is supported by the group leader, 
Nicolas, who is an accomplished artist with his work in many collections as 
well as having illustrated wildlife books. 
 
 

PUBLIC INTERNET ACCESS 

AVAILABLE DURING OFFICE HOURS 

www.bvcg.org.au 

Roderick McIvor 
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At left, Branch Chairman Sheila Campbell recognises Helene Hayes’ Distin-
guished Service award and presents awards to Sandy Ridge (centre) and Cathy 
McLeod (right). 

BVCG Annual General Meeting.. 

Red Cross Members Awarded.. 

Australian Red Cross has clocked up 
over 100 years of caring for those in 
need and on 11 August, at the 
Wonthaggi State Coal Mine Centre, 
three members who have supported 
that vital work were officially recog-
nised. The awards were presented by 
the Woodleigh Vale Branch chairman, 
Sheila Campbell, at the Branch‟s Annu-
al Meeting.  
 
Honoured in this manner were:  
Helene Hayes, who received flowers 
and a card from the Woodleigh Vale 
Branch in recognition of the Distin-
guished Service Award (officially pre-
sented at Government House earlier 
this year). This award recognises Hele-
ne‟s exceptional powers of leadership 
within Red Cross, over a period of 
eighteen (18) years. She is currently a 
member of the Victorian Advisory 

Board, Divisional Operations Officer for 
Red Cross Emergency Services in 
South Gippsland and Secretary of the 
Woodleigh Vale Branch. 
 
Sandy Ridge, who received a Long 
Service Award for 10 years‟ service to 
Red Cross. She is currently Zone 8 
Chairman and Assistant Secretary of 
the Woodleigh Vale Branch. 
 
Cathy McLeod, who received a Long 
Service Award for 10 years‟ service to 
Red Cross. She is currently Treasurer 
of the Woodleigh Vale Branch. 
 
These awards remind us of the endur-
ing nature of Australian Red Cross, as it 
continues to serve the community 
through the power of humanity and its 
dependence on its members and volun-
teers. 

The Bass Valley Community Group Inc. held its Annual General 
Meeting on Thursday evening 18th August. The meeting was held in 
the old school room that was formerly the Bass Valley‟s one-room 
school house. Possibly the highlight of the evening was that after a 
few years of deficit, the BVCG this past financial year did not record 
a loss and in fact showed a positive return of close to $2,000. Hav-
ing said this, Cherie Allen‟s cakes that she served at the supper 
after the meeting were definitely another highlight.  
 
For anyone interested in the details of the Bass Valley Community 
Group Inc.‟s full Annual Report, it is available on the BVCG website 
at www.bvcg.org.au . The website also shows the membership of 
the Committee of Governance for the 2016-17 year. The Committee 
has remained the same as for last year. This is a great step towards 
stability for the organisation as Committee personnel have been 
constantly changing over the past three years. 

The Bass valley Community Group Inc. is looking forward to a profit-
able and useful new year, with particular attention to the develop-
ment of its Strategic Plan.  

Coronet Bay Neighbourhood Watch.. 
The information meeting held on the 22/08/16 was a well attended meeting that 
went off like a frog in a sock. Guest speakers Doug Murphy and Rod Oulds from 
San Remo police and Jeff Kloot acting CEO from Neighbourhood Watch Vic sup-
plied valuable information and answered questions from the community. 
 
Future meetings are planned for the 2nd Monday of the month unless that falls on 
a public holiday or long weekend in those circumstances the meeting will be held 
on the 3rd Monday of that month where our monthly raffle will be drawn. 
 
This months raffle prize to be drawn on 12/09 is a $50.00 voucher for Marios fully 
licensed Restaurant at San Remo, great food friendly service and thoroughly rec-
ommended. 
 
The Coronet Bay Committee met again on Wednesday 24/08 to discuss and ap-
point the  following committee positions. 
Chairperson. Dan Leskie. 
Vice Chairperson Julie Cameron. 
Secretary Pauline Hiscock. 
Vice Secretary Ivan Bradshaw. 
Social Media Manager Christine Slavin 
Treasurer Joyce Cotter. 
Vice Treasurer Tracey Farr. 
Area Supervisor Levinus Van Der Nuet 
Fund Raising Bianca Peters. 
 
Any correspondence welcome to coronetbaynhw@gmail.com 

Being in the CFA isn‟t always about putting out fires or getting cats out 
of trees !! Lieutenants Warren Thurgood and Mick Hamilton helped a 
little echidna who got itself a little stuck !! Echidna was doing fine and 
released straight away in a safe spot. Great effort by them to help save 
the little fella!  

Corinella CFA.. not just fighting  
fires.. 

Free firewood..  
(All 2nd hand building materials) Pick up Corinella, call Mick on  

0430 165 707  

http://www.bvcg.org.au
mailto:coronetbaynhw@gmail.com
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Did you know that 2016 is the Centenary of Cub Scouts?  Whilst we haven‟t 
been operating that long at 1st Lang Lang, we have been operating continu-
ously for over 80 years and this year has the potential to be our greatest ev-
er.  So why are you not part of the fun? Last year Scouts Victoria celebrated 
10 years on continued growth.  The state had a 3% increase in membership.  
At 1st Lang Lang we had over 19% growth and it‟s all happening in Scouting 
in Lang Lang. 
 
Whilst we are named 1st Lang Lang, we actually cover a huge area and in-
clude the waterline communities through to Loch and across through Rip-
plebrook and through to Bayles.  We have over 50 youth members who come 
along each week to learn through fun and adventure.  Our youth are lead and 
guided by a team of 13 leaders who undertake TAFE accredited training and 
have as much fun as the kids! 
 
At 1st Lang Lang we have 3 sections that offer the Scouting Experience to our 
youth members.  On Monday afternoons we have Joey Scouts between 4:30 
and 5:30pm.  Joey Scouts are the 6 to 8 year old section and its fun, fun and 
more fun!  The next section is the Cub Scouts and they meet on a Tuesday 
night between 7:00pm and 8:30pm.  Cubs are where the cool stuff starts to 
happen.  Camps, Expeditions and lots and lots of fun.  Our senior section is 
the Scouts and they meet on a Wednesday Night between 7:00pm and 
9:00pm.  We live by the motto of “Out in Scout” and our Scouts are often out 
of the hall doing lots of cool stuff like hikes, camps and trips away. 
 
In the last 6 months we have as a Group attended a Scout Jamboree in Syd-
ney, had a Snow Camp to Mt Baw Baw, our Cubs attended a huge picnic 
with the King of Sweden at the Melbourne Zoo, Our Joey Scouts attended the 
Kangaree Camp at Lardner Park with 700 other 6 to 8 year olds plus lots and 
lots of fun locally here at 1st Lang Lang.  We annually attend and participate 
in the Australia Day Celebrations and Anzac Day commemorations. 
 
The next 6 months will be even more exciting with the Scout Group heading 
to Central Australia for a family camp in the September School Holidays, our 
Scout Hall is currently undergoing huge renovations and our Scouts are plan-
ning an expedition to climb Mt Kosciusko and visit Canberra in January. 
 
It‟s all about learning through doing and fun! Scouts Victoria‟s catch cry is 
“Prepare for Adventure – Prepare for Life” and that is what we strive for here 
at 1st Lang Lang. 
 
So, if this sounds like fun, why not contact us and come along and see what 
we are all about at 1st Lang Lang.  We would love to see you!  Please send 
an e-mail to Group Leader Scott Hamilton on 
gl.1stlanglang@scoutsvictoria.com.au to find out more! 

 
 

Tenby Point Resident‘s Association 
“We held a very successful Annual General Meeting on Saturday 20 Au-
gust.  Three of the candidates for Western Port ward in the forthcoming 
Shire elections,  Geoff Ellis, Ashley Lamers and Clare Le Serve, talked to 
us about their respective visions for the Bass Coast region and answered 
questions. 
  
“Our President, Jean Coffey, reported on our achievements during the 
past year including the introduction of reduced speed limits on the ap-
proach road to Tenby Point and a great community effort to revegetate 
parts of the foreshore at Tenby Point. “The Committee was re-elected, 
except for Jill Spitz who stepped down after six years good work on the 
committee, including two as Vice President. 
  
“Annual membership fees of $10 per household are now due and all Ten-
by Point residents are welcome to join. 
 
President: Jean Coffey 0419 500 593 
Secretary: David Pearce 0401 514 339” 

Reader‘s Response to article - Cats..  
Indoors/Outdoors? 

Scouting's alive and well at 1st Lang 
Lang.. 

Dear Editor,  
The article is not strong enough in emphasising that cats must be fully 
controlled when outdoors. Cats, if outdoors, should be in an enclosure or 
on a lead. They should not be allowed to roam freely. A dog is not allowed 
to roam freely, why should a cat? 
 
You mention eight downsides - only two relate to their nuisance value. 
The article should be stronger on the inconvenience and trouble prowling 
cats cause to neighbours. A cat, if allowed to stray onto a neighbouring 
residence/parkland, etc not only uses the area as a toilet (who cleans up? 
not the cat owner, but the poor neighbour), but also not only hunts native 
wildlife, but smaller pets like buderigars, canaries and finches whether 
they be in a small cage or in a larger aviary. Cats on the prowl at night 
cause night flight in aviaries causing bird deaths. Who pays for this? The 
cat owner, of course doesn't pay nor do they accept responsibility. Think 
of the grief of young children losing their pet birds to a savage, prowling 
cat. 
  
Gold fish in an outdoor pond are also under threat. 
  
Also cats will jump on cars parked under open carports, particularly when 
the the engine is warm. Their claws cause untold scratches to the cars 
duco. 
  
I might add if my dog attacks the cat and kills it or sends it home severely 
wounded the cat owner would be up in arms. But then again, isn't that the 
same as a domestic bird owner if he/she loses one (or more) of their 
pets? And surely isn't the dog just protecting their master's property from 
predators. The law of the "jungle" - dog chases cat, cat chases bird.  
  
The above should be sufficient to make councils enforce legislation to 
keep cats under control, similar to Dog Laws.  Perhaps you could add the 
extra "downsides" to an article in the next issue of BVN. 
  
Cheers, 
Ian  (San Remo) 
 
 

1st Lang Lang 
Scout Leader 
Mark Hunter with 
Senior Scouts of 
the Year -   
Sharley Waixel 
and Jarrah 
Standish and 
Junior Scout of 
the Year Thomas 
Van Dolderen at 
our annual 
awards presenta-
tion day.  The 
honour board 
dates back to 
1954. 

In August‟s edition, I published an article about Cats - Indoor or Outdoors.  
One of our readers, emailed me with his thoughts on the article, which 
made interesting reading.  If you have any opinions on this issue, please 
let me know.  I always like to hear differing views and feedback! Marie 

mailto:gl.1stlanglang@scoutsvictoria.com.au
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LANG LANG PHARMACY 
(Western Port Rd, Lang Lang) 

Instant Passport Photos, NDS subagency, 

Digital Photo Processing, Slimming Products,  

Hair Colours, Gifts, Perfumes. Maybelline 
Cosmetics, Nebulisers, Glucose Meters, 

Blackmore’s Vitamin & Herbal Supplements,  

Sports Braces,  Home Healthcare, Hire & Sales. 
Mon-Fri 9.00am - 5.30pm  Sat 9.00am - 12.30pm 
 

Phone 5997 5403 

SEPTEMBER 

The Probus Club of 
San Remo meet at 

10am, the second 
Monday of each month 

(except January) at the Newhaven 
Public Hall. Members meet for 
fellowship, to hear interesting 
speakers, enjoy outings and to share 
meals and activities together. Visitors 
welcome. Enquiries T:5656 6581 

COUNTRY 
WOMEN’S 

ASSOCIATION 
 

CWA Grantville Branch 
meet at the Grantville 

Community Hall at 12:30pm 
on the 2nd Monday of the 

month. Enquiries Judy 5678 
8553 or Gwenda 5997 6372.  

COUNTRY 
WOMEN’S 

ASSOCIATION 
 

CWA Coronet Bay Branch 
meet at the Corinella 

Community Centre at 12 
noon on the 3rd Monday of 
the month. Enquiries Faye 

5678 8366  

St. George’s Anglican Church 
Smythe Street, Corinella 

SERVICES: 
1st Sunday of the month ............11am 
Other Sundays .............................9am 

 
FREE COMMUNITY LUNCH: 

Corinella & District Community Centre 
2nd Friday of the month….12pm   

OP SHOP: 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, 

Friday.10am-2pm 
Saturdays 9:30am-12:30pm 

St. Paul’s Anglican Church 
Parish of Bass and Phillip Island 

6 Hade Avenue, Bass 
 

Rector: Rev. Greg Magee  
            (5952 2608) 

 

~ Service ~ 
Holy Communion 

12:30pm Every Sunday 
 

Bring and share lunch following the 
service. Newcomers most welcome. 

The Corinella & 
District Probus Inc. 
meet on the first 
Wednesday of each 

month at 10.00am. (except January) 
at the George Bass Hotel.  Hear 
interesting speakers, enjoy outings, 
share meals and activities together. 
Visitors Welcome. Enquiries to Sec. 
Coral Smith 56780396  Or PO Box 
27 Grantville 3984 

CORONET BAY Community Hall for Hire 

Available for hire at reasonable rates  

Phone Peter on 5678 1071  or  0429 851 004 

The Bass Valley News 

BASS VALLEY LANDCARE  

2-4 Bass School Road, Bass  T: 5678 2335 

CORINELLA Function Room for Hire   

Please contact us for further details. 

5678 0777 or coord@cdcc.asn.au 

Corinella & District Community Centre 

    Spread your wings and fly with us 

CORONET BAY ADULT SOCIAL CLUB 
Tuesday nights, Coronet Bay Hall, 7.00pm to10.00pm.  
We are a small happy group, play cards, have a laugh and supper. 

Please join us $2.50 a night.  T: 5678 0341 

FAMILY DAY CARE - Professional Home 

Based Child Care, Licensed by DEECD, WWC & 

Criminal Record checks, Qualified Early Childhood 

Educators. Subsidised – means tested by Centrelink. Call 

Trish T: 5671 3301 or email: familydaycare@bcrh.com.au 

Australian Red Cross, Woodleigh Vale Branch.  
Members meet in each others homes on the 2nd Thursday of 
Feb, Apr, Jun, Aug and Oct. If you would like to join us, contact 
Marion Walker 5678 8320. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Get Creative   -   Welding   -   Stretching to Improve Flexibility     
Tai Chi for Arthritis   -   Bush Painting   -   Gardening   -   Movies & 

Theatre Appreciation   -   Book Club & Creative Writing 
 

 

Further details available from our web site 
at www.u3abassvalley.com   

or email at bassvalleyu3aoffice@gmail.com  
or write to P.O. Box 142, Grantville, 3984  

or phone Heather on 5997 6323. 
 

 

Send your stories, articles and notices to 

bvn@bvcg.org.au  

BASS COAST STROLLERS 
Catering all adults interested in participating 
in diverse walks around the beautiful Bass 
Coast. Held on a Monday, generally within 30 
minutes travelling from Anderson, there are 
usually two walks offered including a shorter, 
less demanding option.  
For further details contact David on 5678 
0033 or email dhapl@bigpond.com.  
Website www.basscoaststrollers.org 

http://www.u3abassvalley.com/
mailto:bassvalleyu3aoffice@gmail.com
mailto:dhapl@bigpond.com
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Alien eggs at Coronet Bay.. ? 

French View caravan park owners, Helen 
Zervopoulos and Christopher Nagel, recently 
commissioned itinerant artist, Geoff Slater to 
paint a mural on their side fence in Grantville.  
The fence fronts onto Pier Road, giving great 
exposure to passing traffic and to people going 
to the pier or for a walk along the beach.  
 
Geoff Slater, a Byron Bay artist, turned up to the 
caravan park one day seeking accommodation 
and simply asked the owners if they wanted any 
murals painted at the site.  
 
The resulting artwork is an underwater sea-
scape which includes the cartoon character 
Nemo, from the film ‟Finding Nemo‟.   

.. Continued from front page 

While seaweeds are usually fixed to the seafloor, they can grow happily when 
unattached or drifting in the currents, most famously in the Sargasso Sea 
where floating brown seaweeds cover a vast area (described by Jules Verne 
as an “inextricable mass of plants and seaweed” in Twenty Thousand 
Leagues Under The Sea). 
 
Occasionally, these free-living seaweeds are rolled around by the currents 
and grow into balls. Seaweed biologists call this growth form aegogropilous – 
admittedly not quite as catchy as alien eggs. Using DNA sequencing and 
reference to herbarium collections, scientists at Macquarie University and the 
Royal Botanic Gardens, Sydney have identified the algal balls as Chaetomor-
pha linum, a green seaweed found all around the world, usually growing as 
dense mat. Dead seagrass can also roll around to form Neptune‟s balls, a 
common sight in the Mediterranean and used for insulation. Marine scientists 
in the late 1970s ran some experiments to show that you could make these 
with some seagrass fibres and a domestic washing machine: three cycles of 
10 minutes each will create a nice ball if you want to make one at home! 
 
Living balls of seaweed are rarely seen in the ocean, but balls of green algae 
from freshwater lakes are popular in the aquarium industry, sold as “moss 
balls” or marimo. In Japan, a lake where they are found is a site of national 
significance visited by half a million people annually. The Ainu people hold a 
three-day festival in their honour and the balls have even inspired a popular 
cartoon character, Marimokkori. The character‟s name is a weird combination 
of marimo and mokkori – roughly translated as the sound of something rising 
quickly under cloth. This is why the festival mascot and the well-endowed soft 
toys are always rather pleased to see you. 
 
In the ocean, drifting seaweeds are not just a novelty item but an important 
part of the functioning of natural ecosystems, transporting animals and mov-
ing food resources between habitats. When they wash onto our sandy beach-
es, they provide food and habitat for many small invertebrates which are es-
sential food for visiting shore birds. Keeping beaches clean of rotting sea-
weed is obviously great for swimmers, but it does impact the biodiversity of 
our coastlines.  
 
Far from being aliens, these algal balls are part of the wonderful natural world 
around us and show us that the ocean still has the capacity to surprise. 
Author: Alistair Poore, University of New South Wales. 

Check your lemon trees... 
IN BACKYARDS across Melbourne, a silent war is being waged on our 
beloved lemon trees and only a united counter-offensive can hope to 
save them. The attack is coming from a small insect known as the gall 
wasp, a native to New South Wales and Queensland but a relatively new 
arrival in Victoria. Without any natural predators in the south, it is quickly 
spreading across the state. 
 
Leading the charge against the 
gall wasp is Save Our Citrus Mel-
bourne, a grassroots campaign 
dedicated to educating the com-
munity about the big impact this 
little insect is having right across 
Melbourne. The group‟s founder, 
Kaye Roberts-Palmer, said one 
wasp laid hundreds of eggs in the 
branches of citrus trees during 
August and September. As the 
larvae grow, they burrow into the 
soft wood, causing the tree to 
form the sheath-like gall over the 
area. 
 
Repeated infestation will cause 
the tree to become deformed and stop bearing fruit and may eventually 
destroy the tree. 
 
Ms Roberts-Palmer said a community effort was needed to remove in-
fected branches and to try to reduce the insect‟s numbers and prevent 
reinfection of tress from neighbouring properties. Ashburton local and 
keen gardener Brett Morris has taken up the battle-cry and letterboxed 
400 of his neighbours, alerting them to the threat gall wasp poses locally 
and urging a concerted pruning effort by all this month before the wasps 
hatch. “I‟ve noticed them in our lime and lemon trees and in a lot of other 
trees around where we live,” said Mr Morris. “The hope is if enough peo-
ple cut them out and we are mindful of the problem, we can reduce the 
number and hopefully our lemon trees will survive in the years to come. 
 
“We cut ours out for the past six years, but it comes back because neigh-
bours and other people in the area have gall wasps on theirs. “I‟ve 
dropped 400 letters off to houses in my local area … the number of peo-
ple that have rung me back and said thanks very much for identifying the 
problem and doing something about it is amazing. It has resonated with a 
lot of people.” 
 
How to treat citrus gall wasp 
AS SOON as you see the lumps, cut them off. A large infestation may 
require quite severe pruning. 
 
DISPOSE of the prunings by sealing them in a plastic bag and putting 
them in the rubbish. Save Our Citrus also recommends cutting the gall in 
half and soaking infected material in water for two weeks before sealing it 
and throwing it in the rubbish. 
 
DO NOT compost any infected material or put it in the green waste bin, 
and do not leave it lying on the ground. 
 
For more tips, see the Save Our Citrus Melbourne Facebook page. 

 

Finding Nemo at Grantville.. 
“We had a great response 
to the piece so far” Helen 
said “People of all ages stop 
and look at it and take 
selfies with their phones. 
We hope it becomes a bit of 
a tourist attraction!”  
 
Although there were some 
initial concerns about the 
painting being vandalised, 
Christopher and Helen took 
the risk of putting the mural 
in a prominent place as a 
gift to the community.   
 
“I think people respect 
things of beauty and the 
kids around here are pretty 
good as far as graffiti goes.” 
Christopher said. 
 
“It just adds another level of 
interest to the town.” Helen 
added.  

https://www.facebook.com/saveourcitrusmelbourne/
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Artists wanted for  
Waterline project.. 

Corinella Local win's industry award.. 

Artworks by three award-winning artists will be on 
display at the Corinella and District Community 
Centre as part of the 2016 Your Art Collection 
(YAC) exhibition running from 3 to 11 September. 
Having won Your Art Collection awards throughout 
the year at various art shows, 12 artworks by Diana 
Edwards, Ursula Theinert and Adrian Johnson will 
form the exhibition, with one piece chosen to join 
Bass Coast Shire Council‟s art collection. 
 
Ms Edwards won two awards this year, from the 
Inverloch Art Show and the Corinella and District 
Community Centre Traditional Art Show, and has 
been painting and drawing for more than forty 
years, regularly conducting workshops.  “What 
inspires me and draws me to paint any given sub-
ject is the light; this is what gives the magic to a 
subject,” Ms Edwards said. “It can be a landscape, 
boats in a harbour or a busy street. Light trans-
forms something ordinary into something extraordi-
nary.” 
 
Ms Theinert won her award at the Artist‟s Society of 
Phillip Island Cup Weekend Exhibition and has 
been been exhibiting her art since 2004. She has 
many of her portraits exhibited in the Hidden Faces 
of the Archibald.  “The paintings are part of the RE-
enchantment Series inspired by surviving the Black 
Saturday fires,” Ms Theinert said. “My fascination 
with trees relates to the mythological traditions of 
the „World Tree‟, which is about contact between 
the mundane and the divine; the forms of striving 
branches, contorted forms of struggle and mystical 
groves.” 
 
Mr Johnson won his award at the Bass Coast 
Artist‟s Society Easter Exhibition. He began his 
painting journey in the early eighties and has won 
many awards over the years. “I try to achieve a 
determined work practice to help solve problems 
that may arise during the painting process,” Mr 
Johnson said. “Varying my technique and subject 
throws up many challenges. I believe working in 
this manner improves my development as a land-
scape painter.” 
 
Three industry professionals and this year‟s judges, 
Penny Teale, Deb Milligan and Laurie Collins, will 
select the winning piece to be announced at the 
opening of the exhibition on Friday, 2 September. 
Ms Teale is the Senior Curator at the McClelland 
Sculpture Park and Gallery and has worked in Mu-
seum and Gallery positions since 1994. Ms Milligan 
is a contemporary visual artist and has worked as a 
Creative Arts Facilitator for Regional Arts Victoria 
from 2006 to 2016.  Mr Collins has worked in the 
arts since 1988, and after teaching for 30 years has 
retired to work full time on his sculptures and run a 
gallery in Jindivick. 
 
The Art Show committee at Corinella and District 
Community Centre will be hosting this year‟s exhi-
bition, which will be open on weekdays from 
10.00am until 4.00pm and on weekends from 
10.00am until 3.00pm 

'Your Art' Collection  
exhibits award winning  
Artists at Corinella.. 

Corinella‟s Shea Eden received another accolade 
recently when he was recognised at the Cran-
bourne Racing Industry Awards. The Cranbourne 
trainer of Eden Racing and Pre-training was 
awarded the Special Achievement Award for the 
Most Winners 101-200 Professional Starters. 
The brilliant win by Ocean Embers at Caulfield on 
Saturday, August 13 was the 134th winner for 
Eden, who won his first race in 2008. 
 
This sees him listed 34th in the Victorian Trainer‟s 
Premiership standings for 2016/17, having fin-
ished 35th last season. With 53 horses under his 
care, his move to his Cranbourne stables has 
been a positive step in his training career. 
 
Located within walking distance of the Cran-
bourne Training Complex, Eden has all the best 
facilities at hand. Recent form by Scapa Cove, 
Better Strike, Ocean Embers and Stately Boy has 
drawn interest in the young trainer who is looking 
forward to the Melbourne Spring Carnival this 
year. 
 
Eden is looking for a successful lead-up cam-
paign by three-year-old Stately Boy, who dead 
heated for a third placing in its second run at 
Flemington in July. Stately Boy, progeny of cham-
pion stallion Stryker was purchased by Eden at 
the Inglis 2015 March Sales and has been under 
his care since day one. 
 
With the form that the horse has shown, Eden 
has his sights set on qualifying for the VRC Der-
by. “This may be seen as a big ask for the young 
horse, but I truly believe that if he continues to 
race like he has and gain experience each run, 
he can make the grade for the Derby,” Eden said. 
 
The other horse the stable is looking to for a run 
during the carnival is Ocean Embers, who indus-
try commentators are keeping an eye on, and 
who Eden rates as the best horse currently in the 
stable on form. “I‟m looking to race the mare in 
the Cockram Stakes at Caulfield which is tradi-
tionally used as a lead-up for the Spring Carni-
val,” he said. “She is a marvellous horse which 
had time off after an operation to assist with her 
breathing. It‟s been a patient wait for her owners 
and I‟m very thankful for their belief in the horse 
and the stable.” 
 
In speaking about the recent successes for the 
stable, it was very clear that it is a team effort. “At 
the awards night I was a little nervous and I forgot 
to thank the most important people for the suc-
cesses, and that is the Eden Racing Team” he 

said “I am extremely proud of their commit-
ment and dedication to the horses.” 
 
If the past couple of months are anything to 
go by, the Eden Racing Team will have more 
to celebrate in the near future 
 
Visit www.sheaedenracing.com.au for all the 
latest stable news on upcoming races, stable 
events and available horses. 

The Waterline communities‟ major arts pro-
ject, The Edge of Us, is looking for artists to 
contribute.  Artists with sculptural and other 
visual arts practices are invited to participate 
in an experiment with materials and light.  
This is the first project in the two year 'The 
Edge of Us' initiative.  
 
Entitled 'Luminous Streets', the project will 
experiment with forms and mediums to create 
an accessible and exciting palate of art for 
residents, children and community groups in 
Waterline communities. Due for completion in 
April 2018, Luminous Streets will be a series 
of evenings where the townships of Pioneer 
Bay, Grantville, Tenby Point, Corinella and 
Coronet Bay will share their lit up gardens 
and public spaces in a democratic art action.  
Artists will participate in a collaborative pro-
cess and then be asked to experiment in their 
own studios with chosen materials and light.  
 
The draft ideas will stimulate conversation 
and feed into the concept development pro-
cess.  A number of artists will be invited to 
join the team to realise Luminous Streets. If 
you are interested or would like more infor-
mation, contact Jessica on 0403 624 231 or 
Jeannie on 0421 121 505. 

European wasps 
aren't just a hazard 
to bees. Here is a 
shot of a wasp 
attacking a Com-
mon Brown butter-
fly which came to 
feed on the same 
sap as the wasps 
were feeding on. 
The wasps did kill 
the butterfly. Pho-

to: Lisa Schonberg  

Did you know that.. 

http://www.sheaedenracing.com.au/
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MARU KOALA & ANIMAL PARK, GRANTVILLE                                      The Bass Valley News 

 
 

Purchase an ‘All Day Pass’ for admission into both the Animal 
Park and Mini-golf for a discount price 

 

Phone:  5678 8548 
E-mail:  fun@marukoalapark.com.au 
Visit  marukoalapark.com.au 

 

1650 Bass Hwy, Grantville 
 

 

At Maru Koala and 

Animal Park 

Grantville 

Open 7 days  

a week 

Try our new hot drinks menu 

Including: 

* Range of teas available 

* Hazelnut or vanilla Latte 

* Peppermint Hot Chocolate 

                                        * Dream (white) Hot Chocolate    

Bistro open daily for breakfast/lunch and  

    Friday nights 5 - 8pm   

www.marukoalapark.com.au 
5678  8548 

MARU KOALA & ANIMAL PARK & PIRATE PETE’S MINI-GOLF 

Australia is home to  many species of birds from the Wedge Tail Eagle to 
colourful Parrots such as the Rainbow Lorikeet. Each Spring is the time 
where  we see eggs laid  in a nest, incubated and hatched to a small feath-
erless chick. Some  species will nest within suburban areas and it is im-
portant to know what to do if you were to find a chick on the ground and to 
differentiate between a bird who is sick or a chick who is going through the 
process of leaving the nest known as „Fledging‟.  
  

Nestlings are juvenile birds 
who are not yet fully feathered 
and are still dependent on their 
parents to be cared for. If a 
nestling is found on the ground, 
it is best to try and locate the 
nest and place the chick back 
into the nest if there are no 
visible injuries. A natural up-

bringing is the best thing for the chick. After the chick is returned, it is im-
portant to monitor that the parents return.  
 
Many people believe that if a juvenile bird is touched and placed back in the 
nest that the parents may not recognize it. However this is a myth and han-
dling the nestling is necessarily to return it. If in the situation where the nest 
cannot be located the chick will require extra care from a veterinarian or 
licensed wild life carer as early as possible. It is best not to attempt to feed 

or offer water to a chick as it could potentially be deadly and should be left 
to someone with experience hand raising chicks.  
 
 As a chick develops it will reach a stage where it is ready to leave the nest 
and at this stage of life the bird is 
known as a “Fledgling‟.  
 
The fledgling should have most of 
its adult feathers  at this age and 
therefore it is often mistaken as an 
injured adult bird. During this peri-
od Fledgling can remain on the 
ground for several weeks, flapping 
it‟s wings in order to strengthen 
the flight muscles. The parents will remain in the area watching and caring 
for the chick until such time that flight is sustained and food an be found 
without help.  
 
Unless it is known that Fledgling is injured it is best to leave them be or if 
the nest can be seen near by  place it back into the nest. 
If certain that a chick requires human intervention you can contact local 
vets, licensed wildlife carers, zoos or Wildlife Parks.  
 
Maru Koala and Animal Park are proud to run a Wildlife Shelter, helping to 
care for any sick or injured native wildlife. 

Written by Elysha West – Park Keeper 

To 'rescue' or not to rescue?.. 
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Bass Concreting & 
excavation 

No job too big or too small 
 

Give Wayne a call for a quote! 

0433 802 212 

The Bass Valley News  

 RALPH HARDING 

 

 

 

R.E.C.No.1624 
PROMPT RELIABLE SERVICE 

 

5657 7304 
The Gurdies -St.Helier Rd.  St. Helier  

3989 

David Copland 
 

PLUMBER 
 

General Plumbing 

Gas  Roofing 
 

  0407 723 713 
 

Kilcunda 
(Lic. No: 41806) 

Specialising in individual needs, clubs 
& businesses 

Gordon Chase - Chase Computers 
for local, friendly advice 

5678 7097 or 

0430 168 345 
email: gordon@esahc.com 

esahc.com 

Advice 
Repair 
Rebuild 
Support 

Configure 
Explain 
Maintain 
Upgrade 

     Computer not working properly? 

     Worried about your backup? 

     Do you need new hardware? 

     Internet & mail working reliably? 

     Anti-virus up to date? 
 

Would you like your own email and your 
own domain name?  

WEBSITES - our specialty 
Call for a free visit* and free advice 

       

                         

       

       

          

               
             NO FIX - NO FEE* 
                 (*Conditions apply) 

LOCAL BUSINESS, TRADES  

ENDRES 
ELECTRICAL 
Lic No:  A51771 
Rec No: 23818 

For all electrical needs, domestic 
Industrial or commercial  

Free Quotes or Hourly rate  
No job too big or too small  

Call Chris 0404 488 923  

 

Phone: 5979 3188  Fax: 5957 3034 

Available to assist with your concerns in 
relation to Federal Government matters. 

‘Working  
with the  

Community’ 

Greg Hunt MP 
Federal Member for Flinders 

Johnny P’s Maintenance & Repairs 

* Qualified Carpenter  * Discounted seniors rate 
* Lawns cut & Garden clearance * Broken tiles & Replacement glass 
* All home repairs undertaken * Plastering & Painting 
* Absolutely no job too small * Windows & Doors 

 

Servicing Grantville, Phillip Island, Wonthaggi and all Surrounding Areas 

For a reliable and efficient service Call John 0435 055 760 

or email pearsing01@gmail.com 

~ RUSCH ~ 
Building & Maintenance 

Rudy Schraven 

General Carpentry 
Home Renovations &  

Repairs 
 

5678 2001 
0438 761 213 

VAN STEENSEL 
TIMBER PTY. LTD. 
BUILDING MATERIALS 

 

FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS 
 

CNR. CORINELLA TURN-OFF 

& BASS HWY  GRANTVILLE 
 

Ph: 5678 8552    
Fax: 5678 8413 

 ACTIVE HOME &  

COMMERCIAL CLEANING 

Specialising in  
• Rental Properties 

• Carpet Cleaning (Steam) 
• Car Upholstery 

• Windows 
• General Cleaning needs 

 

Phone Tony on  
0487 457 163 



DK DENTURE Clinic Pty Ltd 
232 Thompson Ave, Cowes (opposite the RSL) 

Consultations are also available at Wonthaggi Medical Group 
on Thursdays from 9am until 1pm 

42 Murray St Wonthaggi (enter via Biggs Drive) 
For appointment phone 

5952 1240 or 0412 231 268 

Grantville Newsagency 

& Post Office 
 

Shop 2 / 1503 Bass Highway 

GRANTVILLE 

 

Ph: 5678 8808   

Fx: 5678 8714 
 

Supplying all your stationery needs. Orders 
on request, Laminating, Photocopying, 

Faxing, Billpay & much more. Magazines, 
Stationery & Ink Cartridges. Supplying most 
phone recharge cards. Cards, Wraps, Kid’s 

Activities, Party Balloons & Candles. 
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REAL ESTATE 
AGENTS & 

AUCTIONEERS 

Sales 

MADELYNE GOLBY 

Rentals 
 

DEBBIE GOLBY 

B/H  5678 8433 
A/H  0408 559 096  

1505 Bass Highway Grantville 3984 
alexscott.com.au 
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BASS COAST  

AUTO & MARINE 
 

ELECTRICAL 
Gerald Sammut 

Providing quality electrical service for: 
 

Cars    Caravans     Boats    

Marine Accessories & 

Fitouts     Trucks 4WD Accessories 

& Fitouts   Tractor Earthmoving 

Equipment 
Fact. 6, 6-10 Grantville Dve, Grantville, 3984 

 

 

SPECIALISING IN 

NISSAN &  
TOYOTA 

PETROL 
DIESEL 
& GAS 

REPAIRERS 

CALL STUART 

5678 2204 

Disc & Drum Brake Service 
Latest Engine Analyzer 
Major & Minor Repairs 
All Work Guaranteed 

HADE AVE BASS 

          

 

 

 

 

& SERVICES ADVERTISEMENTS 

 John Mailes (Bass) 
 

 * Carpentry & Joinery         * Maintenance 
 * Window replacements      * Pergolas & Decks 
 * Firedoors, replacements,  * seals & hardware, 
 * Steel frame replacements  * Specialist in old locks 
 

 Call: 0423 305 956  
Email: firedoors1@yahoo.com.ph 

Web: www. gumnutfurniture.net.au  

Gary Burchell 
Sales Service & Maintenance 
PH: 0407 976 291 
REC: 8483 
corinella.aircon@hotmail.com 
Plumbing: 48231 

Cr Clare Le Serve 
Leadbeater Ward  
Bass Coast Shire  
 

M: 0448 083 286  
T: 1300 226 278 
 

clare.leserve@basscoast.vic.gov.au 

www.basscoast.vic.gov.au 
 

Bass Coast Shire Council Office  
76 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi 3995 

  

Competitive Prices/Delivery Available 
& Pet Supplies (for all your furry 

and feathered friends!) 
 

Call Tabitha 
5678 8933 or 0430 537 392 

1/2 Grantville Drive, Grantville 

 

Bass Bulk Haul 
Tip-truck Hire, Bulk 
Organic Fertiliser,  

Bob Cat Hire, Mini Skips 
 

Chris Milton 
McKenzie Rd, Bass, Vic 3991 

0408 304 716 
5678 8409 

WANT TO ADVERTISE 

YOUR BUSINESS 

HERE?  

 

Call Marie on 0414 150 

457 or email  

bvn@bvcg.org.au  

 
IVAN’S CLEANING 

SERVICES 

All cleaning, rubbish removal, 
mowing… based in Coronet Bay, 

servicing South Gippsland 
ivanbrad54@gmail.com 

 
All cleaning - private, commercial, industrial 

 
Ph 56780663 or Mob 0414345754 

 
 

 
Mulch  for Sale & Chipper Hire 

* STUMP GRINDING  * CHERRY PICKER 

* TREE SURGERY & REMOVAL 
* EXPERT WORK & ADVICE 

   
GUARANTEED  * FULLY INSURED 

PENSIONERS’ DISCOUNT 
 

             PAUL OR LINDY 

           0407 334 423 

 

Jumping Castles 
(Princess Castle with slide, SpiderMan,  

Octopus) 

Go-Karts, Bungee, Mini Golf 
 

Parties, Fetes, All Occasions 
 

Phone Jo & John - 5678 0832 
Mobile - 0425837979 

www.agaramusements.com 

AGAR AMUSEMENTS 

 

Now Available at Coronet Bay 

K9 Pawfection 

  
Dog Wash, Grooming 

& Clipping Service 
 

 
Available by appointment 

Phone Sandra on 

0413 209 709 
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135 Marine Parade 
San Remo  3925 

 Phone: 5678 5337 

 Fax: 5678 5756 
 

Hrs: 8am - 8pm, 7 days. Free Home Delivery 

RUSSELL SANDERS 

CONTRACTOR  
4WD Backhoe 

Tipper 

Excavation 

Block Slashing 

Driveway Construction 

Tel:  03 5678 2373  
Fax: 03 5678 2059 
643 Densley Road Woolamai 3995  
Email: russellsandersbackhoehire@gmail.com 

 

After a cold and wet winter the Bureau of Meteorology is predicting a warmer than 
average spring which will mean potentially lots of fuel for fires this summer.  So, 
now is the time to start considering and planning cleaning up around your property 
and being best prepared for the Fire Season this summer. 
 
Just as our members of our Fire Brigades here in Bass Coast train, check equip-
ment and preplan for fire and emergencies you too as land holders and residents 
can do the same.  Discuss it with your family and neighbours and develop and 
practice your own fire plan. 
 
Make use of the Bass Coast Councils free green waste disposal program which is 
running again this year from the 28th October to the 14th December.   This is a great 
way to band together with your neighbours and work as group to help clean up 
each other‟s blocks after winter.  Many hands make light work! 
 
CFA has prepared an information flyer regarding safe burning off practices.  Every 
year Brigades are called to escaped and unattended burn offs.  The short list of tips 
will help ensure that your burn off is safe and successful.  Always ensure that you 
check the Bass Coast Shires latest burn off guidelines prior to having a burn off.  
Go to www.basscoast.vic.gov.au for all the information.  Also always remember to 
register your burnoff with the fire brigade by calling 1800 668 511. 

 

Did you know.. from PI Conservations Society 

CFA - Welcome to Spring.. By Scott Hamiliton,  Brigade 
Administrative Support Officer  

A large number of Yellow tailed Black Cockatoos are living on Phillip Island at the 
moment, their strident calls and robust eating 
habits making them very obvious. They have 
targeted the pine trees on our border, pulling 
the cones off the tree, holding them in their 
feet and pulling them apart with their big 
powerful beaks. If they don't like the look of 
the cone, they just drop them on the ground. 
Here is the pine cone scatter on the ground, 
one cone well and truly chewed,! 

mailto:russellsandersbackhoehire@gmail.com
http://www.basscoast.vic.gov.au
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In the recent case [2016] the mother and father 
(“the Applicants”) were the parents of “Child 
X” (name has been withheld to protect their iden-
tity), who was born in 2001.  Child X, who was 
born a girl, but identifies as male, was seeking to 
have a bilateral mastectomy, which is often re-
ferred to as “top surgery”.   
 
The Applicants had requested that the Family 
Court determine whether Child X was competent 
himself to authorise the surgery.  Failing that, 
they sought alternatively, for the Court to make 
an order that they, the Applicants could authorise 
the surgery. 
 
Currently Australia requires young people to seek 
the permission of the Family Court before under-
taking any medical treatment before they transi-
tion.  This is regardless of whether they have 
family support and the endorsement of a doctor. 
 
The WPATH Guidelines 
The Court considered the World Professional 
Association for Transgender Health, Standards of 
Care (“the Guidelines”).  These Guidelines set out 
the generally accepted interventions: 
 
Stage 1: Fully reversible interventions, which 
include therapies to suppress oestrogen or tes-
tosterone production and thus inhibit the physical 
changes of puberty. 
 
Stage 2: Partially reversible interventions which 
include hormone therapy to either masculinise or 
feminise the body. Some of these changes may 
require reconstructive surgery to reverse the ef-
fect; and lastly 
 
Stage 3: Irreversible interventions, these are 
surgical procedures. 
  
These guidelines recommend a staged process, 
to enable young people to keep their options 
open in the first two stages.  Additionally, this 
staged process allows for the adolescent and 
their parents to assimilate fully the effects of the 
preceding intervention before moving onto the 
next stage. Child X had not yet started Stage 2 
treatment, but his treating doctors recommended 
that he underwent Stage 3 treatment, “top sur-
gery” immediately. 
 

The Law – Gillick Competency 
The Court looked at an earlier case, Re Ja-
mie [2013], which involved an adolescent with 
childhood gender identity disorder.  In Re Jamie, 
the Court had held that in cases where the in-
tended treatment was irreversible, the issue for 
the Court to determine was whether the child was 
“competent within the decision in Gillick v West 
Norfolk and Wisbech Area Health Authority [1985] 
UKHL 7, known as “Gillick competent”.  
 
If the child was found to be Gillick competent, the 
authority of the Court was not required to endorse 
the procedure. 
 
The Court pointed out that gender identity disor-
der was not a medical procedure or treatment 
that falls into the jurisdiction of the Family Court 
of Australia under section 67ZC of the Family 
Law Act 1975 (Cth).  It would only be relevant 
should there be a dispute about whether treat-
ment – in stages one or two – should be provid-
ed, and what form the treatment should take.  In 
terms of stage 2 interventions, the Court‟s recom-
mendation to grant the parents the decision-
making authority was appropriate unless the child 
was deemed Gillick competent. 
 
If the child was found to be Gillick competent, the 
child could consent to the treatment, and the 
court‟s authorisation was not required.  The ques-
tion of determining whether a child 
was Gillick competent was a matter for the 
Court.  According to the Court: “The ability of a 
child to make his or her own decision in respect 
of medical treatment depends on that child having 
sufficient understanding and intelligence to make 
the decision.” 
 
Was Child X Gillick competent? 
According to his mother, Child X had been dress-
ing as a boy since he was four years old. She 
also stated that Child X was very aware of the 
implications of surgery, the pain and discomfort it 
would entail, and the fact that it would affect his 
ability to breastfeed should he change his 
mind.  She deposed that he had never faltered in 
his desire to have the operation and had become 
increasingly depressed as surgery had been put 
off pending the outcome of court processes.   
 
He had also independently researched hormone 
therapy and wanted to start testosterone treat-
ment within the next twelve months.  She de-
posed that she was confident that Child X was 
“taking an intelligent, mature and measured ap-
proach to his future …”  Child X‟s father and 
some of his treating doctors also provided evi-
dence in terms of his Gillick competence. 
 
The Court examined whether there was a dispute 

or controversy.  Although Child X wished to have 
irreversible surgery, termed a stage 3 interven-
tion, prior to commencing stage 2 treatment, 
there were guidelines by WPATH that considered 
when deviation from the stages may be suitable – 
for instance when the circumstances of the indi-
vidual child and clinical judgment would require 
it.  In Child X‟s particular situation, he had not yet 
embarked on stage 2 treatment, which he wished 
to start once he turned sixteen, but he wished to 
have “top surgery” as soon as possible. 
 
The surgery would greatly improve Child X‟s qual-
ity of life, in terms of reducing his gender dyspho-
ria as well as decreasing the physiological and 
physical pain he was experiencing due to his 
large bust.  Moreover, the stage 2 hormonal treat-
ment would masculinise Child X‟s appearance, 
creating a hairy face and chest.   
 
The Court stated that “[t]his would be incongruent 
with a person with an E cup breast and would 
certainly contribute and potentially provoke abuse 
and stigmatisation” which could have a detri-
mental impact on Child X‟s mental state.  Alt-
hough society had begun to accept transgender 
individuals, the Court nevertheless felt that they 
may be less inclined to accept an individual with 
large breasts, coupled with facial and chest 
hair.  This could create more confusion for Child 
X, as he would have a mix of both male and fe-
male secondary sexual characteristics. 
 
The primary disadvantage for Child X in proceed-
ing with “top surgery” prior to stage 2 treatment, is 
that the hormonal treatment is usually undertaken 
for 12 months, giving the person time to become 
socially accustomed to his new gender, before 
undertaking surgical procedures that are on the 
whole irreversible.   
 
However, Child X‟s case was unique in that his 
large breasts caused him both physical and psy-
chological pain.  And once he embarked on hor-
monal treatment, his breasts would still be notice-
able, exacerbating his gender dysphoria.  Child X 
also had a history of depression and anxiety, and 
self-harm.  The Court found that any risk of pro-
ceeding with the surgery was outweighed by the 
benefits that Child X would derive from it. 
 
The Court therefore held that it had no concerns 
about Child X undergoing the surgery, rather it 
was concerned about the impact on Child X were 
surgery to be delayed. 
 
James McConvill & Associates is a full-service 
South Gippsland law firm, with offices in Corinella 
and Grantville. For any legal queries you have, 
please contact lawyer Maka Atanasov on 0423 
323 659 or maka@mcconvill-associates.com  

Landmark ruling on Bilateral Mastectomy for a Transgender child.. 

mailto:maka@mcconvill-associates.com


SEPTEMBER PAGE 16 

 The Bass Valley News  

KERNOT FOOD & WINE STORE 
Paul & Julie Johnston 

 
OPEN 

Thursday & Sunday 9.30am - 8pm 
Friday & Saturday 9:00am - 10pm 

Breakfast &  Lunch Thursday to Sunday 
Wood Fired Pizza Thursday to Sunday 

Dinner Menu Friday & Saturday 
Live Music Friday Night & Sunday Lunch 

 
 
 
 
 
 
1075 Kernot-Loch Road, Kernot, Vic 3979 

03 56 788 555 
kernotfoodandwinestore@gmail.com 

Facebook: Kernot Food and Wine Store 

 

Looking for their forever homes.. 
All of Second Chance Animal Rescue animals have been vet-checked, desexed, microchipped, and 
vaccinated and all cats adopted in the Bass Coast area will have strict adoption 
criteria of being indoor only. Below are their profiles -  

Dutchess - Small Female 
Maltese Mix. Located in 
Victoria. Not available for 
interstate adoption. 
 
My name is Dutchess and 
I'm what people like to call 
a golden oldie I'm 14 years 
young. I love nothing more 
than sleeping on anything!  

 
 
The Fonz - Male 
Dsh Mix. Located 
in Victoria 
Ayyyyy everybody 
I'm the Fonz....  
Listen up...I am 
one cool kat look-
ing for some lovin'  

I love food and cuddles and little slow walks 
(not too far or too fast). I get along great with 
other dogs. I'm looking for a home to spend 
my retirement in and won't be any bother (I 
sleep the whole way through the night without 
any accidents as long as you take me to pee 
before bed). I don't have any health problems 
except that I'm deaf but that does not stop me 
from living life to its fullest. 
 
Can I join your family? 
 
Dutchess’s details 
Age:14 years 
Adoption Fee:150 
Desexed Yes 
Vaccinated Yes 
Wormed Yes 
Microchip Number:956000008012782  
 
  

and want to be your new best friend!  
Let's make a little deal... you give me a loving 
hometo call my own and I will shower you with lots 
of kitty kisses by non other than me... the Fonz!  
Should you come and meet me today?  
Correct-a-mundo!! 
 
The Fonz’s details 
Age:10 years 9 months 
Adoption Fee:100 
Coat:Short 
Desexed Yes 
Vaccinated Yes 
Wormed Yes 
Microchip Number:956000000523989 
 

CONTACT 
Second Chance Animal Rescue Inc  
Contact:Marisa 
Email:marisa@secondchanceanimalrescue.com.au  - Phone 03 9357 0834 
Website http://secondchanceanimalrescue.com.au/ 
Pet Rescue http://www.petrescue.com.au/groups/10337 
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/pages/Second-Chance-Animal-Rescue-Inc/257916730922558  

mailto:marisa@secondchanceanimalrescue.com.au
http://secondchanceanimalrescue.com.au/
http://www.petrescue.com.au/groups/10337
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Second-Chance-Animal-Rescue-Inc/257916730922558
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GENERAL QUIZ 

ANSWERS  

1.Admiral Benbow 2.Harry Houdini 3.Christopher Columbus 4.Napoleon Bona-
parte  5.Margaret Mitchell  6.The Black Death  7.Pinocchio  8.Walt Disney 9.Eat 
porridge (it‟s a spoon) 10. Victoria Cross  11.Beards 12.Barrister 13.Bogart 
14.Dolly Parton 15. International Monetary Fund 16.Thomas the Tank Engine 
17.China  18.Microsoft 19.Eat it - it‟s a potato 20 Rick‟s 

1. What was the name of the inn in Treasure Island? 

2. Who was Erich Weiss better known as? 

3. Who sailed in the Nina-Pinta and Santa Maria? 

4. Which leader died in St. Helena?  

5. Who wrote Gone With The Wind? 

6. What does „Ring a ring a roses‟ refer to? 

7. Whose nose grew when he told a lie? 

8. Who has won the most Oscars? 

9. What would a Scotsman do with a spurtle? 

10. Which award has the words „for valour‟ on it? 

11. If you had pogonophobia, what would you be afraid of? 

12. Who would take silk as part of their job? 

13. Who won an Oscar for the African Queen? 

14. Who sang the theme song in 9 to 5? 

15. What in business terms is the IMF? 

16. Ringo Star narrates which children‟s TV series? 

17. Which country grows the most fruit? 

18. Which company is owned by Bill Gates?  

19. What would you do with a Marris Piper?  

20. In Casablance, what is the name of the nightclub? 

Like mint, rhubarb is a perfect  
accompaniment to lamb. 
Makes: 6 serves 
Preparation time: 15 mins 
Cooking time: 1hr 15 mins 
Easy to make  

INGREDIENTS 
 1 tbs olive oil, plus extra to drizzle 
 2 French-trimmed 8-cutlet lamb racks 
 8 spring onions, halved 
 Rhubarb compote, to serve 
 
Caper and herb crust 
 2 tbs salted capers, rinsed, drained 
 4 rosemary sprigs, leaves picked 
 1/2 cup flat-leaf parsley leaves 
 1/2 cup mint leaves 
 8 garlic cloves 
 2 tbs olive oil 
 Finely grated zest and juice of 1 lemon 
 2/3 cup (100g) chopped peanuts 
 

Directions 
1.For the crust, place the capers, herbs, garlic, oil, lemon zest and juice and  
a generous amount of freshly ground black pepper into a food processsor  
and whiz for 1 minute or until very finely chopped. Add the peanuts and pro-
cess until just combined. Set aside. 
2.Heat the oil in a frypan over medium heat. Season lamb, then in 2 batches, 
cook, turning, for 1 minute each side or until browned. Rest for 15 minutes, 
then press crust onto each lamb rack. 
3.Preheat the oven to 200°C. 
4.Place the spring onions on a baking tray, drizzle with oil and place the  
lamb on top. Roast for 35 minutes for medium-rare or until cooked to  your 
liking. Rest for 10 minutes. 
5. Carve the lamb and serve with the roasted spring onions and rhubarb  
compote. 

SENIORS SPECIAL    

Ask the Pharmacist.. 
Is there anything else I can take that won't affect my medication for 
cramps?  
Schuessler.tissue salt Mag Phos is quick to relieve pain, especially cramp-
ing, shooting, darting or spasmodic pain. It relieves muscular twitching, 
cramps, hiccups, convulsive fits of coughing and those sudden, sharp 
twinges of pain that are so distressing Tissue salts work like a GPS sys-
tem taking your nutrients to where they need to go in the body therefore 
this works in harmony with your magnesium tablets. 
 
What toothbrush should I use?  
It is recommended to use a soft toothbrush with a small head to reach 
your entire mouth. 
 
I do a lot of gardening and get cuts and scrapes.. should I let the 
wounds dry out?  
No. There is new a school of thought which is moist wound healing. Cells 
thrive in moist environments and healing occurs at twice the rate with no 
scabs. Apply a solosite gel to the wound to create the optimal environment 
and get back to gardening! 

Spring lamb rack with caper and herb 
crust - and rhubarb compote.. 
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BASS VALLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE  
B A S S  S C H O O L  R O A D ,  B A S S ,  V I C T O R I A ,  3 9 9 1  

C A L L :  5678 2277    E M A I L :  manager@bvcg.org.au 

W E B S I T E :  www.bvcg.org.au       

A B N :  8 7  6 0 7  6 8 3  8 6 4  

Occasional Care, Bass  
Tuesdays, Thursdays & Fridays 

 

Childcare from 9:30am to 2:30pm. 
Quality care for up to 15 children per 

session, for 5 hours. Provides  
educational stimulation, early years 
learning opportunities and socialisa-

tion for children. Children are  
engaged with age appropriate  

activities and toys. Enquire today 
about child care. 

Weekly Shopping Trips 
Tuesdays & Fridays 

 

A low cost door-to-door pick up and 
drop off service, so you can go to the 

supermarket for groceries, shop or 
attend an appointment. The bus 

picks you up from your home and 
you‟ll arrive in Wonthaggi at 

10:30am and leave at 1:30pm. A 
great solution for those needing 

transport. Book your seat on our bus 
today. 

Bass Friendship Group  
Mondays & Wednesdays 

 

Enjoy being active outside your home from 
10am - 2pm with activities, morning teas, 

hot lunches, outings and transport provided 
for those living in Corinella, Coronet Bay, 

Grantville, Pioneer Bay, The Gurdies,  
Tenby Point, Bass and other nearby towns. 

Add fun and joy into your life while you 
make new friends. Call us today to discuss.  

 

Each week at the Bass Valley Community Centre there are a range of activities you are welcome to join. There are different clubs and 
groups, why not enquire about one of our many activities or access one of our many services. Enjoy being surrounded by like-minded 
people with shared interests. Enquire about joining one of our social clubs, or if you‟d like to use our facilities, the Bass Hall is available 
for hire, call and speak to our Centre Manager, Roderick 5678 2277. Also, the Bass Op Shop is open 6 days a week fundraising for us! 
Stop in and shop for some bargains next time you are passing Bass, heaps for sale!  

Open Monday to Friday 9am - 3pm 
Saturday              9am - 2pm 
Sunday               Closed 

OPERATING SINCE 1981.  JOIN OUR TEAM!  

Bass Valley News   
Email: bvn@bvcg.org.au or Call: 5678 2277 

 

Advertising Costs in B&W (GST inclusive): 
Small (typical) = $   20.00 Double small = $  40.00 
Quarter page  = $   70.00 Half page = $115.00 

                                                                                  Full page            = $ 200.00   
 

The absolute deadline for inclusions is the 20th of each month.  
Colour ads are available on Pages 2 and 19 with a 100% surcharge on B&W Rates.  

Community  and non profit group ads are available by negotiation.  
BVCG‟s Committee of Governance thanks all the advertisers for their continued ongoing 

support.  
 
 

The Bass Valley News is a free community newsletter. 1800 copies are 
distributed monthly across the Bass Coast Shire, including Phillip 

Island and parts of South Gippsland.   
 

This newsletter is available online at  
www.bvcg.org.au/bass-valley-news 
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