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Vandalism at Coronet Bay angers residents 

   Continued on page 4. 
 

- by Joy Button 

The recent act of vandalism on the 17th/18th September to the local 
toilet block on the foreshore of Coronet Bay has appalled and an-
gered local residents but perhaps the vandals who inflicted this dam-
age has increased an awareness within our community of the treas-
ure that we have in our town. 
 
The mural was created by a local artist, Margaret Knowles, who lived 
in Coronet Bay and is a talented artist who loved painting working 
horses and the bridles and gear that they wore to do the heavy work 
that was required on the farms.   
 
During conversations with Margaret and her husband, Harold, when 
Margaret painted the mural approximately nine to ten years ago, she 
explained that her father taught her all the pieces that went into the 
gear of the working horse and all her paintings showed that detail.  
Margaret just loved the horses and her painting and detail clearly 
shows this fascination.  

Margaret and her husband, Harold, worked on the toilet walls for 
over a week with Harold doing the ólabouringô, for the project,  paint-
ing and preparing the background.  Margaret also invited the local 
children in the town to come down and help her to create some of 
the smaller animals in the mural. There are probably some young-
sters still in town who can remember Margaretôs gentle nature and  
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Welcome to the October edition of the Bass Valley News -  with such a packed edition this 
month, sadly there was no space for the final chapter of óFrom here to thereô.. Look out for it 
next month! Keep sending those stories in, everyone of us has a story to tellé our readers 
love to read about real events, real people! 
 
Thank Youé Marie 

Next year, in March 2016, the community will come far and wide to the 
small hamlet of Bass for the unearthing of a 50 year old time capsule. This 
timepiece is full of localôs contributions and was buried in 1966 at a rather 
large gathering of 400 odd people at a Back to Bass event in June 1966.   
 
So, in 2016 it will of course be 50 years and time to unearth the treasured 
piece of history and present the items back to locals and/or their dece-
dents. As well as inviting locals to collect their items, there will be a range 
of festivities set to draw a rather large crowd, including the placement of a 
NEW time capsule, with contributions from everyone present at the cele-
bration ï one which will lay buried for 50 years itself!  
 
The festival will include carnival activities, live music (including country 
music), a local history demonstration, the planting of a memorial tree for all 
those who were in this time capsule and heaps of fun activities for families 
and children with face painting, roving entertainment, food stalls, and a 
special limited one off Bass memorabilia item will be given out to everyone 
present.  
 
Tickets to this not to be missed event will be sold from the Bass Valley 
Community Centre.  
 
An event planning group are forming now to plan this special anni-
versary occasion, to help please call Jayne at the Bass Valley Com-
munity Centre on 5678 2277.   
 
Volunteers are needed please call or email jayne59@live.com.au and 
lend a hand in the planning of another great Bass event. 

A fantastic day was had at Corinella and District Community Centre on 
Saturday 19 September when they ran their first Thai Cooking Class. Local 
chef Barry Densley led the 9 participants through the preparation and cook-
ing of a stunning Thai Banquet that included Red Chicken Curry, Pad Thai, 
Massaman Beef Curry and rice. One of the participants said ñit was the 
most hands on cooking class Iôve ever doneò.  
 
Iain Ritchie, CDCC Manager said that following on from the popularity of 
cooking shows on TV, people are wanting to learn how to create amazing 
food at home. The smells coming out of the kitchen were amazing and the 
participants looked like they were having a great time.  
 
The next class will be a Vietnamese Cooking Class, so if you have ever 
wondered how to cook Vietnamese, then this may be class for you? For 
further details, check our Facebook page or call 5678 0777 to book in. 
  
CDCC will be running óCorinella Men Can Cookô again in Term 4. The 6 
week class will teach blokes how to prepare tasty, nutritious meals for 
themselves or their families. So if you know any men that could benefit from 
a few cooking classes, pass on our details! 

Corinella Thai cooking class a hit..  

50 Year Old Local Time Capsule 
Unveiling.. 

Feathers & Gil.. 
One of the joys of bird watching is that you come across many interesting 
things. Recently whilst trying to see what bird was calling in the bush at 
Deep Creek I came across a wombat emerging from its burrow on the oppo-
site bank! However, as this article concentrates on gills as I came across a 
large eel (well over 600cm in length) on the sand at the mouth of Deep 
Creek. It appeared lifeless but we encouraged the eel into the water where 
it appeared to regain it's strength. The eel has not been seen in the area 
since. 

- by Gil Smith 

At this time of year look out for strange bird calls as many migratory birds 
are returning to the Bass Coast area. More about that in future articles. 
  
As always, happy birding, you never know what else you will see.  
For more information go to Birdlife Bass Coast Web site or ring Gil on 0416 
118 393 

This find led me to some research 
on Australian eels. It would appear 
this was a short finned eel. They 
have an amazing life cycle.  
 
The adults leave their fresh water 
stream and head to the ocean. From 
here they travel 3-4000km to the 
waters of New Caledonia,  here they 
sporn, the young hatch and when 
they become elvers they make the 
return journey to Australia to fresh 
water.  
 
They often travel over land to find an 
appropriate stream. When they 
reach adulthood the cycle begins 
again.  

The Bass Valley Community Centre will be holding a Christmas raffle, with 
proceeds going towards providing itôs members ongoing improvements in 
the services it offers.  Donations of raffle items and activity/services vouch-
ers would be much appreciated.  Contact Jayne at the BVCG on 5678 2277 
or email manager@bvcg.org.au if you can help in any way. Thank You! 

Donations wanted.. 

mailto:jayne59@live.com.au


Bass Valley Community Centre  
Bass School Road.  Bass.  Vic.  3991 
 
 

Call us on:       5678 2277  

Centre Manager:  Roderick McIvor  

Our website:        bvcg.org.au 
 

Main office hours:  Mon-Thurs 9am - 3:30pm  
   Fridays 9am - 3pm 
 

Op Shop hours:  Mon-Fri 9am - 3pm   
   Sat 9am - 2pm 
 

General email enquiries:  manager@bvcg.org.au  
Bass Valley News enquiries:  bvn@bvcg.org.au  
Account enquiries:  accounts@bvcg.org.au 

BASS VALLEY COMMUNITY GROUP  - CENTRE 
MANAGERõS UPDATE 
As people who read this column on a regular basis would know, the Bass 
Valley Community Centre has a HACC (Home and Community Care) 
program.  
 
The program involves Friendship Clubs that meet at the Centre on Mondays 
and Wednesdays. The Centreôs bus can pick up attendees or they can get 
here on their own steam. It caters to older persons who are generally 
physically isolated or may be socially isolated. Younger persons living with a 
disability who may also find themselves isolated attend as well.  
 
The groups engage in a big range of activities. There might be a morning 
cup of tea at the beach at Kilcunda. There might be an all-day trip to a place 
of interest, such as the botanical gardens at Cranbourne or a fun destination 
down Wilsons Prom way. Maybe a Salvos concert in Cranbourne or a trip to 
the Island or watching the planes come in at the Tooradin Airport. And on 
most of the trips the group takes advantage of the Seniors Meals discounts 
offered by many lunch places.  

But mostly the groups spend the day at the Bass Valley Community Centre. 
Here they might play games such as trivia quizzes or bingo. Or they might 
have gentle exercise sessions that can involve carpet bowls or calisthenics.  
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BASS VALLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE 

Whatõs On at the Bass Valley Community Centre  
 

MONDAYS 
BASS VALLEY FRIENDSHIP GROUP (Home & Community Care)  
10am - 2pm. Door-to-door pick up and drop off transport service provided 
as well as morning tea, lunch, refreshments and a range  
of fun activities. Wheelchair access available. Cost $15. 
 

GENEALOGY CLUB every Monday evening 7pm to 9pm. Cost $8 per 
session or $5 for members. Enquiries 5678 2277. 
 

TUESDAYS 
BASS VALLEY CHILD CARE (Occasional Care Program) Open 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. 9:30am - 2:30pm. Active Early 
Childhood Development Program.  Qualified Staff.  Bookings essential. 
Cost $30.   
 

SHOPPING BUS TO WONTHAGGI. A door-to-door pick up and drop off 
service for community members needing transport to the supermarket, to 
go grocery shopping or to attend a medical appointment in Wonthaggi. The 
bus will pick you up from your home and youôll arrive in Wonthaggi at 
10:30am and leave at 1:30pm. Available mainly for Corinella, Coronet Bay, 
Grantville, Pioneer Bay, The Gurdies, Tenby Point and Bass residents, and 
some other nearby towns. All enquiries welcome. Bookings essential.  
Cost $15 
 

WEDNESDAYS 
BASS VALLEY FRIENDSHIP GROUP (Home & Community Care)  
10am - 2pm. Door-to-door pick up and drop off transport service provided 
as well as morning tea, lunch, refreshments and a range  
of fun activities. Wheelchair access available. Cost $15. 
 

THURSDAYS 
BASS VALLEY CHILD CARE (Occasional Care Program) Open 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. 9:30am - 2:30pm. Active Early 
Childhood Development Program.  Qualified Staff.  Bookings essential. 
Cost $30.   
 

FRIDAYS 
BASS VALLEY CHILD CARE (Occasional Care Program) Open 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. 9:30am - 2:30pm. Active Early 
Childhood Development Program.  Qualified Staff.  Bookings essential. 
Cost $30.   
 

SHOPPING BUS TO WONTHAGGI as per Tuesdays. Cost $15 return trip. 
 

COMPUTER CLUB 
10.00 - 12.00 (No age restrictions) Informal computer learning and problem 
solving. Laptops, notebooks and internet access provided, or bring your 
own. Free tea and coffee. $8.00 per week, (BVCG Members $5.00). 
Bookings essential.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PUBLIC INTERNET ACCESS AVAILABLE DURING OFFICE HOURS  

Centre Manager 
Roderick McIvor 
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